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The  Christian  Church  may  well  be  likenettsJJiiii&Hlhch 
vessel,  that  since  the  fall  of  man  has  braved  the  storms  of 
persecution  and  the  calms  of  prosperity.  Strange  as  it  may 
geem,  she  has  suffered  more  from  worldly  prosperity  than 
from  worldly  persecution,  while  storms  have  only  served  to 
show  her  strength  and  good  sailing  qualities.  Calms,  ott 
the  other  hand,  have  hindered  her  onward  course,  like  some 
old  Indiaman  that  has  been  long  becalmed  in  the  eastern 
Eeas ;  barnacles  and  weeds  have  attached  themselves  to  her 
bottom,  and  been  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  progress.  So 
jerious  have  these  obstructions  become  that  some  of  the 
officers  have  set  to  work  to  clear  her  of  those  ugly  hinder- 
ances.     Noble  work  !    God  speed  them. 

Another  work  remains  to  be  done — that  is,  to  examine 
her  log  book,  in  order  to  trace  her  course  from  the  starting- 
point  to  her  present  position,  so  that  when  she  becomes 
free  from  the  State  the  proper  direction  may  be  given  her, 
so  that  she  may  make  all  sail  for  the  New  Jerusalem. 

In  order  to  answer  the  question  started  in  the  beginning, 
let  us  take  the  reflex  light  of  our  own  Gospel  day,  and  look 
into  the  past ;  let  us  look  eastward,  to  the  garden  of  Eden, 
and  see  those  two  innocent  and  happy  beings,  fresh  from  the 
hand  of  the  good  and  wise  Creator,  happy  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  favour  of  God.  Just  one  little  commandment  "  Eat 
not  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,"  in 
order  that  they  might  show  a  loving  obedience  to  the  good 
Being  whose  they  were,  and  who  had  given  them  so  many 
blessings  well  calculated  to  win  their  love,  and  permitted 
Satan  to  tempt  them,  so  that  they  might  show  their  love  by 
their  obedience.  But  alas  for  the  world,  Satan  had  the 
advantage  that  time.  Here  we  may  observe  the  malice  of 
Satan  towards  our  parents  was  perhaps  caused  by  seeing 
them  take  the  place  in  the  Divine  love  that  he  and  his  angels 
had  lost  by  his  pride  and  rebellion  against  God ;  and  the 
Bubtlc  artifice  he  used  to  accomplish  his  purpose  proves  be* 
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yond  question  that  our  first  parents,  if  they  had  coutinuln  as  it 
obedient,  were  more  then  a  match  for  Satan,  consequentl  ijidin""  t 
they  were  guilty  ;  and  as  they  were  our  parents  we  partake  i  ^g  Ahuig 
their  guilty  nature.  o^  ti-ue 
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itself  immediately.     "  The  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruii   j,j  live. 

the  serpent's  head."     The  Saviour  was  promis-jd  to  punis  gcause 

Satan  and  redeem  men.     And  hope  must  have  arisen  in  th  jgard  th 

guilty  but  now  penitent  couple  by  this  gracious  proinia  qq  ^v  gr 

And  the  Lord  clothed  them  with  skins,  which  gives  the  id(   ^Quofi  a 

of  sacrifice ;  and  thus  they  were  shown  down  the  stream  (  ^\\{v  in 

time  to  the  sacrifice  on  Calvary.     But  more  clearly  do  ^n 

see  Christ  fore  ordained  in  the  sacrifice  Abel  offered,  an 

which  was  accepted  by  God  because  he  owned  that  he  ha 

sinned  and  deserved  to  die,  but  offered  the  life  of  the  lam 

as  a  substitute.     In  this  there  was  humility  and  faith,  wliic 

God  always  is  well  pleased  with,  and  which  two  things  weAf  ^  drew 

lacking  in  Cain ;  and  hence  he  was  rejected.     The  spotleji^nd  Go( 

lamb,  and  the  shed  blood  of  the  lamb  are  the  only    Ci^infciittul  ai 

that  can  satisfy  Divine  justice.  Iswept  a 

•      ''  Sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin  ;"  and  tlMJople  •  a 

inspired  apostle  tells  us  that  the  King  of  Terrors  reign 

from  Adam  to  Moses.     Yet  in  these  dark  times  a  ali 

mering  of  light  is  seen  in  Enoch,   who  walked  with  Gotttled  th 

when  nearly  all  the  rest  were  walking  with  Satan.     Ho»ery  y\q\i 

must  his  heart  have  been  grieved  on  viewing  the  scenes  m^^  n^ke 

wickedness  going  on  around  him ;  and  what  suffering  mumeeu  fi-Q^ 

he  have  endured  from  the  ungodly.     But  we  see  the  rcwarBfeac}^  to  1 

„was  also  great,  and  he  was  not,  for  God  took  him.  iLord  had 

In  Genesis,  vi.,  5, — 6,  we  read,'' And  God  saw  thaijiQUfr  do-y 
the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  ovemf  observ 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  evil  continJj  jt,  it  v 
ally.  And  it  repented  the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man  ojto  him  f( 
the  earth,  and  it  grieved  Him  at  his  heart."        <  Ibut  a  be 

How  much  these  two  verses  contain — how  completely  deijjy  \^[^  ^y 

&praved  human  nature  had  become  by  sin.     But  doubtless  till  to  the  < 

greatest  of  all  sin  was  the  neglect  of  God's  simple  plan  of  salvalMuch  n 
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d  coutinueljij^  as  it  was  taught  by  Enoch,  and  by  Noah  while  he  was 

ionsequentjiiding  the  ark.     We  are  told  this  was  a  source  of  grief  to 

re  partake  (Mgj^lmighty,  and  it  repented  him  that  he  had  made  man. 

,  low  true  it  is  that  God  hath  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of 

K^i  ?^  J®  wicked,  but  rather  he  would  turn  from  his  wickedness 

shall  bruiA^  live.     More  than  that,  the  great  Creator  is  grieved, 

.  *^  P^^iftcaiiae  men    neglect  their    soul's  best  interest,   and   dis- 

risen  m  th^ard  the  easy  way  of  justification  by  faith  and  sanctifica 

iis  promisjon  j^y  grace^  the  way  that  is  so  plain  that  a  wayfaring  man 

ves  the  laA^mgii  a  fool,  need  not  err  therein  ;  hence  man  is  doubly 

!  stream  ftilty  in  disregarding  it.     He  has  sunk  very  low  when  he 

'^      1      Wafers  the  swine-trough  to  the  light  and  easy  yoke  of  a 

)itered,  an|sciple  of  the  Lord. 

^^  u  I  ^^^  ^^  ^^  have  to  overhaul  the  log-book  we  cannot  tarry, 
)r  the  lamEygi^  aj,  y^g  desire  to  do  so  but  come  on  board  the  ark  that  saved 
raith,  whicwQgli  .^^^  j^jg  family — that  carried  them  safely  over  the  ruin 
things  wemfa  drowning  world,  and  landed  them  again  on  firm  ground, 
he  spotle*^ji(j  Qq^  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons,  and  said  unto  them,  Be 
only  Ci\in^^j^f^l  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth."  One  world 
swept  away,  for  we  hold  the  world  in  scripture  means  the 
bple ;  and  as  we  follow  the  goings  of  the  next  world  we 
nd  that  as  they  journeyed  eastward  they  found  a  plain  in 
e  land  of  Shinar,  which  plain  no  doubt  was  rich,  as  they 
ttled  there  and  built  a  city,  and  in  a  short  time  became 
ery  rich  in  this  world's  goods,  but  very  poor,  and  blind, 
ad  naked  with  ragard  to  heavenly  things,  as  may  be  easily 
len  from  their  foolish  attempt  to  build  a  tower  that  should 
the  rcwarBfgjgjj  ^^  heaven,  which  directly  interfered  with  the  plan  the 
■Lord  had  laid  down  to  reach  that  happy  place.  But  we  pass 
saw  tliaJjiiQjjnr  down  the  stream  of  time  to  another  important  point 
f  observation. 

It  it  written  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted 
to  him  for  righteousness,  but  his  was  no  superficial  belief 
but  a  belief  that  influenced  th  -  tions  of  his  life,  as  is  shown 
plctely  dmVy  jjjg  willingness  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  Almighty,  even, 
ubtlesstJiBtQ  ^jjg  offering  up  as  a  sacrifice  his  darling,  his  Isaac. 
^^^^•"^^'^^'flMuch  might  be  said  of  the  friend  of  God,  and  also  as  it 
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relates  to  the  pnti-type — the  divine  father  offering  up  his  only 
begotten  Son  on  Calvary.  Yet  another  thing  concerns  U8 
as  connected  with  that  graphic  scene,  namely,  the  promise  of 
the  faithful   Creator  to  faithful  Abraham  : 

*'  For  because  thou  hast  done  this  thing  and  hast  not  with* 
held  thy  son,  thine  only  scm,  that  in  blessing  I  will  bless  thee, 
and  in  multiplying  I  will  jnultiply  thy  seed  as  the  stars  of 
heaven,  and  as  the  sand  which  is  on  the  sea-shore ;  and  in 
thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed,  because 
thon  hast  obeyed  my  voice. —  Gen.  xxii.  16-18. 

But,  says  one,  why  was  it  necessary  that  God  should 
mention  both  stars  and  the  sand  on  the  sea  shore  ?  surely  the 
latter  figure  would  have  answered  for  number.  Yes ;  but  the 
Btars  refer  to  the  Elect,  and  the  sand  on  the  sea  shore  to 
those  who  are  saved  through  their  instrumentality :  for  we 
read,  ''There  shall  come  a  star  out  of  Jacob."  And  again, 
*'  They  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  shall  shine  as  the 
stars,  for  ever.  And  again,  Jesus  says,  "  I  am  the  root  and 
the  offspring  of  David,  and  the  bright  and  morning  star." 

But  we  have  not  done  with  the  evening  stars,  one  of  whom 
blessed  Abraham  on  his  return  from  the  battle— Gen.  xiv. 
18,  "And  Melchizedck,  king  of  Salem,  brought  forth  bread 
and  wine.  And  he  was  the  Priest  of  the  Most  High  God; 
and  he  blessed  him,  and  said,  '•  Blessed  be  Abraham  of  the 
most  High  God,  possessor  of  heaven  and  earth ;  and  blessed 
be  the  most  High  God,  which  hath  delivered  thine  enemies 
into  thine  hand.     And  Abraham  gave  him  tithes  of  all." 

In  the  110th  Psalm  David  speaks  of  Christ  in  this  wise, 
"  The  Lord  hath  sworn,  and  will  not  repent.  Thou  art  a  Priest 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchizcdck."  And  our  Lord  says 
in  John,  viii.,  58  :  ''  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am." 
Thus  scripture  interpreteth  scripture.  The  astronomers  of 
our  own  day  have  made  catalogue  of  the  stars  in  the  fir- 
mament, although  so  very  distant  from  us :  may  we  not  ia 
like  manner  try  and  enumerate  some  of  the  stars  mentioned  in 
holy  writ  ?  Commence  with  righteous  Abel,  and  follow  down 
the  stream  of  time ;  mark  of  Enoch,  Noah,  Melchizcdek,  and 
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e  Father  of  the  Faithful,  and  his  obedient  son  Isaac ; 

acob  and  his  younger  son  Joseph ;     then  Moses  and  the 

ophets ;  and  some  of  the  Judges  partook  more  or  less  of 

e  nature  of  Christ.     And  it  is  manifest  in  the  Patriarch, 

hen  he  made  intercession  to  God  for  the  Cities  of  the  Plain. 

t  becomes  more  prominent  in  the  life  of  Joseph,  who,  like 

Jesus  was  betrayed  by  Judas  and  slain  by  his  own  people : 

was  Joseph  put  down  in  a  pit  and  sold  for  a.  slave,  and  for 

similar  reason,  because  God  had  honoured  him :  but  instead 

f  thwarting  the  plans  of  the  Almighty  they  only  furthered 

em.  Joseph  after  he  had  endured  temptation,  not  before, 

ame  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  the  King  of  Egypt. 

esus  is  now  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  God  over  all ;  and 

Ithis  is  his  proper  place,  until  his  foes  become  his  footstool 

Joseph  received  his  brethren  kindly  when  they  came  to  him 

from  the  famine-stricken  land  to  buy  a  little  food. 

Come,  ye  starving  sons  of  Jacob  ~  come  to  your  exalted 
Jesus,  though  you  have  sold  him  into  Egypt — though  you 
have  despised  and  rejected  him,  and  cried  "  Away  with  him ; 
it  is  not  fit  such  a  fellow  should  live,"  and  nailed  him  to  the 
cursed  tree.  Ye  starving  Israelites  after  the  flesh,  trying  in 
vain  to  satisfy  your  hunger  in  a  land  where  no  corn  is, 
and  your  thirst  from  the  broken  cisterns  of  Rabbinacle 
writings  ;  leave  the  famine-stricken  land  you  are  in :  like 
your  brethren  of  old,  bring  your  empty  sacks  and  come  to 
the  land  of  plenty.  Look  at  the  nations  around  you  !  what 
has  made  Brittain  great  and  successful  in  conquering  her 
foes  without,  and  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace  within,  and 
sending  the  products  of  her  industrious  hands  all  over  the 
earth,  and  causing  the  wealth  of  nations  to  flow  into  her 
coflFers  ?  Ask  yourself — is  it  not  because  the  name  of  Jesus 
is  honoured  in  the  land  ?  Has  he  not  a  place  beside  our  be- 
loved Queen  ?  and  His  Gospel  is  sent  to  every  land.  Look 
at  our  cousin  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  !  has  she  not 
become  a  great  nation  since  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  on 
Plymouth  rock,  leaving  their  homes  for  conscience  sake,  to 
escape  the  persecutions  of  a  bigoted  priesthood  ?  They  have 


*   ■ 


if 


m 


f    rl 


If:      '■ 


m 


fi  J 


1:^ 


l,-,t 


\ 


Li 


5 


8 


been  joined  by  the  excellent  of  the  carth,until  they  have  becomo 
a  first-class  power  and  have  sent  the  missionary  to  all  parts 
of  the  globe :  and  just  so  far  as  they  have  honoured  Christ, 
so  far  have  the  blessings  of  the  God  of  Jacob  descended  upon 
them.  May  God  continue  to  bless  the  two  nations  with 
peace ;  and  may  all  the  earth  soon  be  filled  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord,  a^  the  waters  cover  the  sea?  Wc  may  ue 
nearer  this  happy  time  than  wc  may  be  aware  of;  look  at 
the  changes  taking  place  in  Spain,  lately  one  of  the  most 
bigoted  of  conntrie  Look,  I  say,  at  the  nations  around 
you  1  see  how  they  are  being  benefited  by  the  Gospel !  see 
how  the  promise  of  God  to  Abraham  is  being  fulfilled 
— Gen.  xxii.  18  :  ''  And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,  because  thou  hast  obeyed  my  voice." 
And  will  you,  who  have  the  promises  of  election,  and 
whose  fathers  received  the  commandments,  and  handed 
down  the  oracles  of  God — will  you  still  reject  Him  who 
has  done  all  this  for  the  Gentiles,  and  who  is  able  to 
restore  you  to  your  own  land  ?  ponder  these  things.  I 
pray  you,  look  upon  Him  whom  ye  have  pierced ;  trust  in 
his  blood  to  procure  you  peace  with  God ;  nothing  else 
will.  Do  you  each  one  of  you  keep  the  Law  ?  you  know 
you  don't.  Do  you  who  are  circumcised  abstain  from 
fleshly  lusts  that  war  against  the  soul  ?  If  you  have  broken 
the  law,  there  is  no  way  but  to  have  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb — not  on  the  door-post  and  lintel — but  on  your  heart, 
sealed  there  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Then  a  path  shall  be 
opened  for  you  through  the  Red  Sea,  and  you  must  follow 
Jesus  through  the  wilderness,  as  your  fathers  followed 
Moses ;  and  you  must  be  fed  by  the  grace  of  God,  as  your 
fathers  were  fed  by  the  heavenly  manna,  and  this  shall 
help  you  to  keep  the  commandments ;  and  you  must  pass 
over  Jordan  with  him  if  you  would  win  the  election. 
Jesus  says,  "  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  no 
man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  First  come  to 
Jesus,  as  the  slain  Lamb  ;  trust  in  his  shed  blood  to  pro- 
cure your  pardon  and  buy  your  peace  with  God.     Bo  bap- 
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tized  in  watti,  and  wait  until  the  Holy  Spirit  bring  you 
the  assurance  that  your  sins  are  forgiven  and  seal  you. 
Then,  like  as  he  died  unto  sin  and  was  buried,  so  seek  daily 
the  grace  of  God,  that  it  may  kill  sin  in  your  members, 
just  as  your  fathers  were  fed  in  the  wilderness  by  the 
heavenly  manna,  until  you  be  dead  unto  sin,  like  as  Christ 
died  once  unto  the  world's  sin,  that  was  laid  upon  him  by 
the  Father,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him.  So  be  ye  dead  and  buried  unto  sin  ;  and 
Ood,  who  raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead,  shall  also  quick- 
en your  mortal  bodies,  and  this  shall  be  to  jou  as  tho 
crossing  of  Jordan  was  to  your  Fathers,  and  bring  you  to 
the  promised  land  ',  you  will  then  be  born  of  G-od.  The 
man  th:it  was  made  of  the  dust  of  the  earth  will  then  be 
dead  and  buried,  and  the  new  man,  which  is  i:he  Lord 
from  Heaven,  will  take  his  place.  Then  shall  ye  be  really 
and  truly  elected  kings  and  priests  to  God,  delighted  to  do 
his  will.  Love  will  be  the  power  that  shall  make  your 
willing  feet  in  swift  obedience  run  in  tl  e  way  of  his  com- 
mandments. I  write  this  to  you  because  I  love  the  Jew 
for  the  Father's  sake,  for  by  your  rejecting  the  Gospel, 
salvation  flowed  down  to  the  Gentiles;  and  I,  a  Gentile, 
having  become  a  Jew,  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  would  direct  you  to  the  same  Jesus,  that  you,  as  a 
people,  miiy  be  gathered  to  your  own  land. 

Having  said  this  much  for  the  love  I  have  for  you,  I 
shall  continue  my  course  down  the  stream  to  the  next 
bright  evening  star,  Moses,  who  preferred  to  suffer  afflic- 
tion with  the  people  of  God  rather  than  be  called  the  Son 
of  Pharaoh's  daughter;  like  his  divine  anti  type,  he  was 
filled  with  compassion  for  the  sufferings  of  his  people,  and 
therefore  was  chosen  or  elected  by  the  God  of  love  and 
compassion  to  had  his  people  out  of  Egypt  and  through 
the  Red  Sea,  and  across  the  wilderness,  into  the  prou  iaed 
land.  How  well  he  fulfilled  his  mission  the  scriptures 
testify.  Speaking  of  Christ,  he  says,  "  A  Prophet  shall 
the  Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  you  like  unto  me ;  Him 
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flhall  ye  hear/'  It  was  said  of  Moses  that  he  was  the 
meekest  man  in  all  the  earth ;  and  do  we  not  see  Christ 
manifest  in  his  intercession  for  the  people,  aftor  they  had 
sinned  by  making  a  calf  and  worshipping  it;  here  are  his 
words,  Exodus  xxxii.,  31-32  : 

**  And  Moses  returned  unto  the  Lord  and  said,  This 
people  have  sinned  a  great  sin,  and  have  made  them  gods 
of  gold.  Yet  now  if  thou  wilt  forgive  them  their  sin— 
and  if  not,  blot  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book  which 
thou  hast  written." 

Thus  willing  himself  to  suffer  in  their  stdad,  the  just 
for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  obtain  their  pardon.  See 
the  great  law-giver  coming  down  from  the  mouo*^^,  his  face 
shining  so  that  the  people  could  not  loo^  u}  v  n  him— 
shining  from  his  close  communing  with  .u.  "ather  of 
Light.  He  was  very  like  Christ,  having  his  p'  ce  so  that 
he  was  ihe  meekest  man  living  ;  having  the  ^  e  of  God 
so  that  he  was  willing  to  die  for  his  people — and  having 
the  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  that  he  could  look 
into  the  past,  and  tjce  the  future.  Moses  seems  to  have 
been  to  the  Jews  what  Christ  is  now  to  the  whole  worlds 
life  and  immortality — known  only  to  the  Jews  then,  and 
was  kept  in  the  dark  as  far  as  the  Gentiles  were  concerned. 
But  life  and  immortality  is  brought  to  light  by  the  gospel, 
Moses  and  the  evening  stars  were  the  foundation  of  the 
Jewish  clmrch ;  but  the  offspring  of  David,  Jesus  and  his 
apostles,  are  the  loundation  of  the  world. 

The  apostle  Peter  alludes  to  this  in  his  First  Epistle, 
chap,  i.,  v.  20,  speaking  of  Jesus  he  says,  *'  He  was  a 
Lamb  without  spot,  who  verily  was  fore-ordained  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world." 

And  so  He  was.  He  was  fore-ordained  in  Eden  by 
Abel's  offering,  and  more  clearly  at  the  institution  of  the 
passover.  This  was  before  the  world's  foundation,  and 
the  chief  corner-stone  of  the  world's  foundation  was  laid 
on  Calvary.  We  date  our  years  from  the  Birth  of  Jesus. 
Time  bet5ius  again  with  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah  j 
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therefore  it  is  evident  that  the  world's  foundation  is  laid, 
and  the  work  in  hand  is  to  get  the  world  upon  it.  That 
is  just  what  Jesus  told  his  disciples ;  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  :  He  that  be- 
lieveth  not  shall  be  damned." 

BAPTISM  :  WHAT  IS  IT. 

In  the  scriptures  are  two  places  where  baptism  has  been 
used — both  in  the  Old  Testament  and  in  the  New. 

In  the  Old  Testament  the  Red  Sea  is  one  which  signifies 
the  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins  ',  the  ether,  the 
crossing  of  Jordan,  which  signifies  the  new  birth,  or  being 
born  of  God.  In  the  New  Testament,  when  the  three 
thousand  were  pricked  in  the  heart,  and  said,  "  Men  and 
brethren,  what  must  we  do  ? 

Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
Remission  of  Sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost".— Acts  ii.,  38. 

Now  turn  to  Acts  xix.,  from  the  4th  to  the  7th  verse  j 
'^  Then  said  Paul,  John  verily  baptized  with  the  baptism 
of  repentance,  sajing  unto  the  people,  that  they  should 
believe  in  Him  which  should  come  after  him — that  is,  on 
Jesus  Christ.  When  they  heard  this,  they  were  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  when  Paul  had  laid 
his  hands  upon  them  the  Eoly  Ghost  came  on  them  ;  and 
they  spake  with  tongues  and  prophesied.  And  all  the 
men  were  about  twelve." 

How  beautiful  does  the  New  Testament  adapt  itself  to 
the  Old.  As  to  the  mode  of  baptism,  the  Bible  does  not 
clearly  specify.  It  is  clear  that  John  the  Baptist  baptized 
in  Jordan.  It  has  been  said  by  an  opponent  of  immersion, 
(Rev.E.  B.  Harper)  that  the  River  .lordan  has  more  than  two 
banks,  and  in  certain  seascns  ol  tho  y^ar,  thj  water  rises 
several  feet  to  its  upper  banks,  and  of  course  falls  again  to 
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its  lower  banks,  so  that  when  the  water  is  low,  a  person 
standing  at  the  water's  edge,  may  be  said  to  be  standing 
in  Jordan.  We  may  admit  this,  although  it  is  open  to 
objection  :  because  it  is  evident  that  Jesus  did  not  stand 
at  the  water's  edge  and  have  John  the  Baptist  dip  his 
hand  in  the  water  and  dash  a  little  on  His  head,  for  we 
read  in  Mark's  Gospel,  first  chapter  and  tenth  verse  : — 
'^  And  straightway  coming  up  out  of  the  water,  he  saw  the 
heavens  opened,  and  the  Spirit,  like  a  dove,  descending 
upon  Him  ;  and  there  came  a  voice  from  Heaven,  saying, 
Thou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 

So  then,  as  Jesus  came  up  out  of  the  water.  He  must 
have  gone  doic7i  into  the  water.  But  mark  the  result :  the 
descent  of  the  Spirit  like  a  Dove — the  emblem  of  Peace. 
There  arc  several  cases  mentioned  in  Scripture  where  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  been  given  in  connection  with  Baptism  of 
water  ;  but  never  in  this  form.  Here,  then,  we  have  the 
manifest  union  of  the  Father  and  Son — the  Godhead  in 
bodily  form  united  to  the  offspring  of  David. 

"  And  there  came  a  voice  from  Heaven,  saying,  Thou 
art  my  beloved  Son." 

Moses  was  familiar  with  this  voice.  David,  when  in 
difficulty,  could  enquire  of  God.  Paul,  as  a  son,  knew  the 
voice  of  his  Heavenly  Father, — he  could  tell  us  of  the  last 
days  ;  and  John  writesi  of  matters  down  to  the  end  oi  the 
Covenant  of  Grace. 

We  need  not,  however,  give  a  list  of  God's  dear  elect 
children  :  those  holy  men  of  old  who  wrote  the  scriptures; 
those  tried  stones  upon  which  the  superstructure  rests. 

Jesus  answered,  '^  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except 
a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God." 

This  answer  to  Nicodemus,  recorded  in  John's  Gospel, 
third  chapter  and  fifth  verse,  shows  the  importance  of 
water  being  used  in  connection  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  There 
is  something  in  the  voice  of  the  water  that  teaches  the 
language  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    But  we  must  first  become 
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dead  unto  sin  before  we  can  be  alive  to  God  :  and  observe 
the  command — "  be  ye  holy,  for  without  holiness  no  man 
can  see  the  Lord."  We  give  these  few  hints  to  show  the 
importance  of  baptism  as  connected  with  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  David  said : — *'  As  the  hart  panteth  after 
the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after  Thee,  O  God  ;" 
and  Our  Lord,  at  the  well,  speaks  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
living  water.  Therefore  Baptism  is  important,  as  teaching 
us  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  the  first  case,  the 
remission  of  sins  j  in  the  second,  the  new  biith ;  in  ths  one 
case,  the  evidence  of  forgiveness  ;  in  the  other,  the  spirit  of 
adoption  and  constant  communion;  and  the  water  should  be 
used  to  plunge  in  and  t'  o  blood  spriukled.  Men  of  superior 
intelligence  hold  that  Circumcision  is  abrogated  and  baptism 
takes  its  place,  hence  the  sprinkling  of  infauts.  If  so, 
why  was  Jesus  circumcised  on  the  eighth  day  instead  of 
being  sprinkled  ?  He  gave  us  rules  with  regard  to  ordi- 
nances for  our  guidance  from  the  eighth  day  in  his  own 
life.  IIow,  then,  can  circumcision  be  abrogated  at  all  ? 
The  Jews  who  embraced  the  truth  were  zealous  for  the 
rite  after  they  became  Christians,  and  the  Apostle  Paul 
was  roughly  handled  at  Jerusalem  because  they  fancied 
he  had  been  remiss  in  this  respect;  and  yet  Paul,  although 
he  cared  nothing  for  the  external  rite,  preached  the  cir- 
cumcision of  the  heart.  Read  Coliosians,  second  chap- 
ter, 11th,  12th  &  13th  verses  ;  read  also,  the  seventh  chap- 
ter of  Romans,  and  first  verse  of  the  eighth  chapter.  : — 

*'  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
are  in  Christ  Jesus^  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh  but  after 
the  Spirit.'' 

If  y(jU  reach  that  happy  state,  go  and  read  the  twelfth 
chapter,  and  look  well  to  the  first  verse,  and  you  will  see 
the  Apostle  Paul  preached  Circumcision  if  he  did  not 
observe  the  external  rite,  and  remei:.ber,  he  was  teaching 
Gentiles  and  not  Jews.  Again,  we  ask,  how  can  circum- 
cision bo  abrogated  and  infant  sprinkling  substituted  ? 
Females  were  baptized  as  well  as  males, — they  never  were 
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oiroumcised.  If  you  wish  to  know  the  benefit  a  boj^ 
would  get  from  circamoision,  consult  a  good  physician, 
The  writer  of  these  lines  heard  a  good  sermon  from  the 
Bey.  Mr.  Maoauler,  when  he  started  this  question  :  Have 
we  a  liar  here  ?  I'll  tell  you  who  your  father  is — the  devil. 
Infant  sprinklers,  FU  tell  you  who  your  mother  is — the 
Mother  of  Harlots,  the  Church  of  Rome. 

The  Counsel  of  Miletus  condemned  as  heretics  all  who 
objected  to  the  baptism  of  infants.  An  objection  may  be 
started  against  these  views  because  they  advocate  two  bap. 
tismS)  for  the  Lord  Jesus  was  only  baptized  once.  Ttiis, 
however,  only  establishes  a  well-known  fact  which  all  admit, 
namely,  that  He  never  sinned,  and  consequently  the  bap- 
tism^ for  the  remission  of  sins  was  omitted.  Methodism 
has  been  instrumental  in  doing  a  vast  amount  of  good 
until  late  years,  and  good  men  have  felt  the  need  of  some- 
thing, when  the  truth  has  brought  conviction  to  the 
sinner.  But  instead  of  baptism  for  the  proof  of  humility 
on  the  sinner's  part,  the  penitent  bench  has  been  substi< 
tuted — a  modern  invention — and  there  is  an  antagonism 
towards  the  ordinance  instituted  by  the  Lord  Himself  only 
to  be  accounted  for  by  laziness,  pride,  or  by  Satan  himself. 

There  may  be  sometimes  hindrances  of  a  local  nature  to 
prevent  the  administration  of  this  ordiDance,  but  they  are 
of  rare  occurrence.  Palestine  is  not  noted  for  its  abundance 
of  water,  yet  we  never  read  in  the  New  Testament  of  any 
difficulty  on  that  score.  On  the  contrary,  we  always  fiad 
the  early  Church  observing  the  divine  command,  not  only 
preaching  the  Gospel,  but  also  baptizing,  not  to  infants, 
but  to  those  who  could  understand ;  infants  could  neither 
understand  the  one  or  the  other,  and  they  needed  neither. 
'^  Despise  not  ordinances,''  says  the  apostle,  and  we  say, 
observe  them  wherever  possible.  Honour  God  and  He 
will  honour  his  servants  and  bless  their  labours. 

Pardon  me,  my  friends,  for  leaving  the  evening  starS; 
but  there  is  most  attraction  for  me  in  the  Morning  Star. 
But  we  must  notice  Joshua — and  he  it  was  that  led  Israel 
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across  Jordan.  How  sad,  to  think  there  was  no  miore 
than  two  of  those  that  left  Egypt  entered  the  promised 
land,  Joshua  and  Caleb.  What  a  terrible  enemy  to  man 
is  unbelief !  Only  two  entered  Canaan  !  let  us  take  heed 
that  we  fall  not  into  the  same  example  of  unbelief.  Let 
us  be  like  Joshua  and  Caleb — follow  the  Lord  fully  ;  and 
like  Joshua  say,  **  Let  others  do  bs  they  may  ;  as  for  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 

We  come  next  to  the  Judges,  but  we  need  not  d^/'  ?n 
these.  We  see  how  God  was  justly  angry  with  Israel,  be- 
cause of  their  sins,  and  to  punish  them  He  permitted  their 
enemies  to  spoil  their  land,  to  bring  them  to  repentance, 
when  He  would  raise  up  a  deliverer  in  a  Gideon,  or  some 
one  like  him  in  humility,  Next,  good  Samuel,  with 
whom  they  were  discontented,  and  desired  a  king.  Next 
King  Saul ;  his  disobedience  and  miserable  end.  Then 
David,  a  man  we  cannot  pass  over  lightly  !  see  his  faith 
when  but  a  youth.  He  slew  the  giant  champion  of  the 
Philistines ;  and  for  this  reason,  that  all  the  earth  might 
know  there  was  a  God  in  Israel  !  Again,  we  notice  his 
mercy  in  sparing  his  bitterest  foe  when  he  had  him  in  his 
power !  We  admire  him  as  a  warrior — we  love  him  as  a 
psalmist  !  How  he  pictures  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and 
the  glory  that  should  follow.  Read  Ps.  xxii.,  the  very 
words  of  our  Lord  in  that  terrible  hour : 

"My  God  !  my  God  !  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me? 
why  art  thou  so  far  fiom  helping  me  ?  Our  Fathers 
trusted  in  thee,  they  trusted,  and  thou  didst  deliver  them; 
But  I  am  a  worm  and  no  man — a  reproach  of  men,  and 
despised  of  the  people.  But  Thou  art  He  who  took  me 
out  of  my  mother's  womb  !  Thou  didst  make  me  hope 
when  I  was  on  my  mother's  breasts.  I  was  cast  upon 
Thee  from  the  womb  !  Thou  art  my  God,  from  my  mother's 
belly  ;  I  am  poured  out  like  water — all  my  bones  are  out 
of  joiut  :  my  heart  is  like  wax ;  it  is  melted  in  the  midst 
of  my  bowels.  My  strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd; 
and  my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws ;  and  thou  hast  brought 
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mo  unto  the  dust  of  death.  For  dogs  have  compassed  me ; 
the  assembly  of  the  wicked  have  enclosed  me  :  they  have 
pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet.  I  may  tell  all  my  bones : 
they  look  and  stare  upon  me.  They  part  my  garments 
among  them,  and  cast  lots  upon  my  vet  tare." 

And  can  any  candid  mind  read  these  lines,  and  not  be- 
lieve Calvary's  sad  story?  Hce  DaTid  gives  a  true  pic- 
ture  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  which  need  no  comment) 
and  also  the  glory  that  should  follow.  In  v.  27  he  says : 
''  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  unto 
the  Lord  :  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  natioas  shall  worship 
before  thee.  Ponderous  volumes  might  be  written  on  the 
Psalms,  but  we  have  not  space  in  this  brief  reckoning. 

We  come  next  to  Solomon,  in  whose  prosperous  reign 
the  Temple  was  built ;  this  wonderful  building,  where  the 

flory  of  God  was  shown  in  the  holiest  of  all ;  where  the 
[igh  Priest  entered  once  a  year  to  make  atonement — first, 
for  Lis  own  sins,  then  for  the  sins  of  the  people — by 
sprinkling  the  blood  of  animals  slain  in  sacrifice,  which 
are  the  figures  of  the  true;  Christ,  by  his  own  blood, 
having  entered  into  Heaven  itself — is  now  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  to  mako  intercession  for  us  ;  he  is  the  Great 
High  Priest  now.     Israel  arrived  at  its  highest  state  of 

flory  in  Solomon's  reign,  and  afterwards  a  gradual  decline, 
t  seems  to  have  been  so  in  all  ages  ;  somehow  pride  will 
creep  in  with  ear''  ly  prosperity,  and  that  becomes  a  ready 
tool  for  our  old  enemy  to  work  our  ruin ;  and  he  seems  to 
have  overcome  Solomon  with  all  his  wisdom.  Well  may 
the  wise  man  exclaim,  "  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
riches,  lest  I  be  poor  and  steal,  or  proud  and  forget  God." 
Two  things  seem  to  be  necessary  to  true  prosperity- 
humility  and  faith.  These  two  soon  were  lost  sight  of, 
and  the  Temple  became  a  Tower  of  Babel,  with  similar 
results.  In  the  reign  of  Rehoboam  the  kingdom  was  divi- 
ded into  two  parts ;  and  although  many  stars  shone  upon 
them,  Elijah,  who  was  like  Enoch,  f^aken  to  Heaven  without 
tasting  death^  which  marks  these  as  two  distinct  periods. 
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Next  in  order  is  Elisha,  and  then  Isaiah,  who  spoke 
boldly  of  the  future  things  of  Christ's  suffering;  how  He 
was  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief;  a  root 
out  of  a  dry  ground  ;  to  his  own  people,  how  they  rejected 
him ;  of  the  Gentiles  being  brought  in ;  and  then  the 
remnant  of  his  own  people  were  to  be  restored  again  t3 
their  own  land ;  and  next  the  weepingj  prophet,  Jeremiah, 
who  laments  the  distress  of  his  people,  as  they  are  hurried 
away  captive  into  Babylon,  the  very  place  where  the  first 
attempt  was  made  to  reach  Heaven  by  man's  works,  and 
like  those  who  were  scattered  on  that  occasion  the  Jews 
are  now  scattered  all  over  the  earth. 

Now,  if  we  take  a  rapid  glance  at  our  own  church,  we 
fihall  have  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  not  much 
better  off  than  they.  Put  a  Constantino  in  the  place  of 
Solomon,  aijd  we  have  the  anti-type.  From  him  we  may 
date  the  decline  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  until  it  became 
split  in  two  by  the  Eastern  leaving  the  Western,  and  next 
the  Reformation,  which  gave  us  an  established  Protestant 
Church,  which  in  its  turn  became  a  tower,  built  up  by 
state  patronage.  Then  behold  another  split,  and  we  have 
a  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  which  in  its  turn  have 
been  split,  until  we  have  nearly  as  many  languages  as 
when  they  were  confounded  at  the  Tower  of  Babel.  Yet 
even  the  wisdom  of  God  is  manifest,  in  sending  his  true 
follower  away  from  the  rich  formalist  professor  !  and 
though  we  are  split  into  three  pieces,  thank  God  we  have 
a  Church.  Our  Methodist  friends  believG  in  perfection 
or  holiness,  they  had  better  unite  with  the  Baptists; 
and  the  Presbyterians  hold  on  to  election,  only  in  the 
wrong  place ;  they  had  better  put  that  right  and  unite 
with  the  other  two,  and  all  call  themselves  Christian,  and 
they  will  form  a  very  good  church,  which  all  the  rest 
might  safely  join. 

But  to  return  to  the  Jews  : — We  find  that  God  had 
pity  on  his  people  in  Babylon,  and  raised  them  up  Ezekiel 
and  Daniel;  and  restored  them  again  under  IDzra^  and  tbQ 
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walls  of  Zion  were  again  built,  and  the  watchman  placed 
tiereoD.  But  hark !  He  hears  a  voice  !  Watchman,  what 
of  the  night !  what  of  the  night  ?  The  answer  is,  The 
morning  dawneth ;  the  Morning  Star's  bright  rays  shone 
upon  the  world,  when  the  babe  was  born  in  Bethlehem's 
manger,  when  it  guided  the  wise  men  of  the  east  to  come 
and  worship  Him,  and  re  say,  "  Glory  to  Him  who  hath 
redeemed  us ;  and  glory  to  the  Everlasting  Father,  who 
80  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  Hia  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him  might  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life."  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any 
time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son  hath  declared  Him.  Jesus 
hath  declared  how  God's  love  is  manifested  to  the  world 
by  the  Father's  works,  wrought  through  Him  by  healing 
the  sick,  cleansing  the  lepers,  giving  sight  to  the  blind, 
and  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  making  the  dumb  to  speak. 
All  the  world  not  on  the  foundation  partake  more  or  less 
of  these  diseases  j  first — in  a  moral  sense,  by  inheriting  a 
diseased  nature,  and  often  really  having  diseased  bodies, 
the  result  of  sin.  And  as  nothing  unclean  or  diseased  can 
enter  Heaven,  God  in  his  pity  and  compassion  has  pro* 
vided  a  great  Physician,  who  is  able  to  heal  both  soul  and 
body,  in  order  that  they  may  b^  made  meet  to  be  partakers 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  m  Hght,  for  nothing  that  is 
unclean  can  enter  Heaven;  nothing  sick  or  sinful,  no  sick- 
ness or  sorrow  ;  there  all  is  health,  happiness,  and 
everlasting  life.  And  the  only  Begotten  Son  of  the  Father, 
by  his  obedience  from  his  mother's  womb,  has  obtained 
the  chief  place  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  All  who  pre- 
ceded Him  were  redeemed  or  adopted  sons,  and  at  some 
period  of  their  lives  came  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  and 
also  all  who  have  been  or  ever  will  be  after  Him ;  and 
therefore  salvation,  which  before  was  confined  to  the  Jews, 
may  i     7  be  offered  to  the  whole  world. 

With  the  New  Testament  stars  we  are  all  familiar. 
Boldi '  impulsive,  yet  at  last  faithful,  Peter  and  loving 
John;  who  seemed  to  partake  much  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
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which  is  love,  for  God  is  love ;  and  from  him  we  get  the 
Eevelation  of  future  events.  And  Paul,  who  so  well  re- 
presented Christ  to  us  Gentiles,  he  had  close  fellowship 
with  the  sufferings  of  Jesu^.  He  was  more  abundant  in 
labours  than  the  rest.  Well  might  he  exclaim  £  t  the  end 
of  a  well-spent  life,  "  Follow  me  as  far  as  I  have  followed 
Christ,  to  live  is  Christ,  to  die  is  gain.  Old  persecuting 
Saul  of  Tarsus  had  been  nailed  to  the  cross  and  was  slain, 
and  was  buried,  and  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  he 
had  been  made  again,  or  been  born  of  God ;  and  we  h?ve 
an  angel  of  light,  by  whose  sufferings  and  self-denial  thou- 
sands were  placed  upon  the  foundation. 

In  Ephesians  ii.  19-20,  Paul  says,  "  Now  therefore  ye  are 
no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens  with 
the  saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God  ;  and  are  built 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus 
Christ  Himself  being  the  chief  corner-stone." 

Therefore  it  is  evident  that  all  cannot  be  foundation 
stones,  or  there  would  be  no  superstructure,  and  it  is  very 
plain  that  any  building  of  fair  proportions  contains  a 
great  many  more  stones  in  the  superstructure  than  in  the 
foundation  ;  as  the  stars  of  heaven  are  less  in  number  to 
the  sand  on  the  sea-shore.  Paul  goes  on  to  say  in  v.  21  : 
"  In  whom  all  the  buildings  fitly  framed  together  groweth 
unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord."  Now  we  see  this  build- 
ing is  to  be  fitly  framed  ;  every  stone  in  its  place.  For  all 
have  not  the  same  gifts.  God  gave  first  Apostles,  then 
prophets,  teachers  gifts  of  tongues,  &o.,  for^we,  being  many 
members,  form  one  body  ;  for  by  the  same  Holy  Spirit  we 
are  all  babtized  into  one  body,  and  therefore  members  one 
of  another,  but  every  member  has  its  proper  place,  and 
every  Christain  should  find  out  what  he  can  best  do  for 
Christ,  and  go  to  work  with  all  his  might,  for  the  election 
is  open  to  all  the  sound  members.  Jesus  says,  "  If  any 
man  follow  me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also^  and 
greater  works,  because  I  go  to  my  Father." 

True,  we  were  chosen  in  Him  before  the  foundation  of 
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the  world,  that  is,  before  Jesus  Christ  suffered,  that  we 
should  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  Him  in  love,in  order 
to  become  stars.  Yet  He  has  promised  to  give  his  holj 
Spirit  if  we  ask  Him.  "  So  run,  that  ye  may  obtain,''  says 
Paul,  "  lay  aside  every  weight  and  besetting  sin,  and  run 
with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  you,  looking  unto 
Jesus  ;"  take  Him  for  your  example.  Are  you  able  to  en- 
dure the  cross,  and  despise  the  shame  ;  the  reward  is  a 
never  fading  crown.  We  read  in  ReVelations,  xxi. 
14  :  ''  And  the  wall  of  the  city  had  twelve  foundations, 
and  in  them  the  names  of  the  twelve  apostles  of  the  Lamb." 
These  men  arc  justly  entitled  to  this  honour,  because  of 
their  sufferings  for  the  Gospel's  sake.  If  we  follow  Christ 
in  the  regeneration,  our  reward  will  commence  even  in  this 
life.  No  wonder  the  angels  desired  to  look  into  these 
things.  Truly  it  was  great  to  make  a  world  from  nought; 
it  was  greater  to  redeem.  God  creates  the  Son,  unites 
with  him,  inspires  him — but  does  not  suffer  with  Him. 
The  Son  is  taught  by  the  Father  where  to  suffer,  and  how. 
He  does  it  willingly,  but  never  seeks  it.  Like  a  sheep  he 
was  led  to  the  slaughter;  men,  inspired  by  devils,  nailed 
Ji  js  to  the  cross ;  and  his  cry  of  agony — '*■  My  God  !  mj 
God  !  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?"  shows  that  the 
Father  had  left  Him  there,  because  the  sin  of  the  world 
was  laid  upon  him,  and  he  died  as  a  man.  It  was.  the  off- 
spring of  David  that  suffered,  and  not  God.  It  was  fit- 1 
ting  man  should  suffer,  man  had  sinned,  and  God  the 
Father  is  satisfied,  because  he  raised  him  from  the  dead. 
But  these  terrible  movements  of  nature  tell  of  the  Father's 
love.  Darkness  for  three  hours,  the  earthquake,  and  the 
rent  rocks  tell  of  the  Father's  sympathy,  and  the  dead 
leaving  their  graves  tell  us  He  is  the  resnrrection  and  the 
life.  The  debt  for  sin  was  paid — justice  was  satisfied; 
and  many  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets  received  a  crown 
of  glory  that  will  never  fade. 
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THE  APOCALYPSE  EXPLAINED. 


We  will  now  take  a  brief  glance  at  the  Revelation  by 
St.  John  which  Jesus  Christ  gave  unto  his  servants,  to 
ghow  unto  them  things  that  must  shortly  come  to  pass. 
The  first  three  chapters  explain  themselves ;  we  will  just 
notice,  however,  that  each  message  was  addressed  to  tho 
angel  of  each  church.  The  person  who  had  charge  of  the 
flock  is  no  doubt  here  meant.  And  in  another  place  it  is 
written,  *'  Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,  for  in 
so  doing  some  have  entertained  angels  unawares."  Thus 
we  may  infer  that  there  are  visible  agents  at  work  to  fulfil 
the  designs  of  the  Great  Creator.    Kevelation   iv.  2-4. 

"  And  behold  a  throne  was  set  in  Heaven,  and  one  sat 
on  the  throne.     And  he  that  sat  was  to  look  upon  like  a 
jaspar  and  a  sardine  stone  :  and  there  was  a  rainbow  round 
about  the  throne,  in  sight  like  unto  an  emerald.     And 
round  about  the  throne  were  four  and  twenty  seats;  and 
upon  tho  seats  I  saw  four  and  twenty  elders  sitting,  clothed 
in  white  raiment ;  and  they  had  on  their  heads  crowns  of 
I  gold.     In  this  grand  picture  we  have  the  glory  of  God, 
I  the  everlasting  Father  receiving  the  homage  of  his  re- 
deemed ones.     The  twenty-four  elders  are  distinguished 
I  from  the  great  multitude,  which  no  one  could  number, 
having  palms  in  their  hands — by  having  crowns  of  gold 
on  their  heads — and  in  their  doxology  of  praise  to  tho 
I  Lamb,   we  learn  they  were  kings    and  priests  to  God, 
and,  said  they,  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth. 

The  four  beasts  represented  the  four  qualities  of  an 
apo«tle,  the  lion  for  courage,  and  the  calf  for  meekness, 
willing  to  suff"er  if  need  be,  and  the  man  for  intelligence, 
while  the  eagle  sees  afar  oflf,  and  the  wings  denote  their 
power  to  convey  themselves  to  anj  desired  place  j  and  eyes 
[before  and  after  show  their  power  to  see  into  the  past  as 
well  as  into  the  future.  All  of  which  qualities  belonged 
to  the  apostles;  and  the  Lamb  standing  in  the  midst  of 
these  forms  a  complete  group.     ^[  Ye  are  built,"  say  Paulj 
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**  on  the  foundation  of  the  holy  apostles  and  prophets, 
Jesus  Christ  being  the  chief  corner-stone." 

Here  we  have  the  chief  instruments  used  for  our  re- 
demption in  the  midst  of  the  glory  of  God.  "  Blessed 
are  ye  when  all  men  revile  you  and  persecute  you  for  my 
name's  sake,  for  the  spirit  of  Glory  and  of  God  restetn 
upon  you,"  says  the  Lord  Jesus  to  his  disciples.  John 
wept  much  because  none  were  able  to  open  the  book  in 
the  hand  of  him  that  sat  upon  the  throne ;  no  man  was 
worthy ;  all  had  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God  at  some  period  of  their  lives.  "  Weep  not,"  said  the 
angel,  "  there  is  one ;  Behold  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  the  root  of  David,  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book 
and  loose  the  seals  thereof"  Let  us  unite  with  that 
great  company  of  angels,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  "  wor- 
thy is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
and  blessing. 

Chapter  6th. — With  this  chapter  commences  the  series 
of  prophecies  relating  to  Christianity  down  to  the  end  of 
the  covenant  of  grace.  Jesus  Christ  having  obtained  the 
first  place  at  C  i's  right  hand  by  His  perfect  obedience, 
has  been  pleaded  to  reveal  to  his  servants  tde  knowledge 
necessary  to  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties,  and  it 
has  been  so  written,  that  none  but  them  whom  it  concerns 
can  understand  it.  As  the  present  times  are  the  most  im- 
portant for  us  to  understand,  we  shall  not  dwell  much  on 
the  past,  but  merely  lay  down  the  track  into  the  last 
eighteen  centuries,  so  that  the  student  can  take  the  hand- 
oar  of  history  and  examine  at  his  leisure.  It  may  be  as 
well  to  notice  at  the  commencement,  the  word  "  Heaven," 
which  often  occurs  in  this  book,  means  the  Ecclesiastical 
jjystem ;  the  "  Earth"  intellectual  people,  such  as  Zwingle, 
Calvin  and  Colenzo  ;  the  "  Sea",  people  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Paganism.  Viewed  thus,  we  may  understand 
what  the  Lord  means,  when  he  says,  "  The  Heavens  and 
the  Earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away. 


concerns 


23 

And  also  the  apostle  Peter  in  his  Second  Epistle,  third 
obaptor  and  tenth  verse  : 

"  The  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night, 
in  which  the  Heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise, 
and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat — the  Earth 
also,  and  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned  up." 

The  Beast  mentioned  in  the  thirteenth  chapter,  was 
seen  t'^  come  up  out  of  the  sea — or  Paganism,  people 
mostly  under  the  influence  of  Satan.  And  the  other  men- 
tioned in  the  eleventh  verse  of  the  same  chapter,  rose  up 
out  of  the  earth — or  intellectual  people — mostly  swayed  by 
their  own  minds.  With  these  few  remarks,  we  will  pro- 
ceed with  the  sixth  chapter. 

FIRST  SEAL. 

"  And  I  saw  when  the  Lamb  opened  one  of  the  seals, 
and  I  heard  as  it  were  the  noise  of  thunder,  and  one  of 
the  four  Beasts  said,  oome  and  see — And  I  su  ^nd  be- 
held a  white  horse,  and  he  that  sat  on  him  had  a  bow,  and 
a  crown  was  given  unto  him,  and  he  went  forth  conquer- 
ing and  to  conquer." 

We  may  reasonably  suppose  this  event  to  be  shortly 
after  the  time  of  St.  John.  And  the  horse  means  a  power 
or  Government ; — the  colour  of  the  horse  is  white,  signi- 
fying purity  or  good  government,  and  the  person  who  rode 
him,  the  head  of  the  government.  "  And  he  went  forth 
conquering  and  to  conquer."  To  explain  this,  we  will 
quote  the  wordn  of  the  historian,  *  "  The  reign  of  Tragan 
the  fourteenth  Emperor,  almost  renewed  the  glories  of 
Augustus,  (A.  D.  104,)  He  advanced  the  Empire  to  a 
greater  degree  of  splendor  than  it  had  hitherto  attained. 
He  pursued  his  military  conquest  into  new  regions,  even 
to  Hindoostan  'that  explains  the  meaning  of  the  bow),  and 
added  greatly  t    the  extent  of  the  Roman  Territories." 

Tragan  is  distinguished  as  the  greatest  and  best  Emperor 

*  Chambers'  information  for  the      ople,  Ancient  History  of  Rome,  II 
Volume. 
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of  Rome,  liaving  given  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  Empire, 
he  continued  his  reign  loved  and  honoured,  and  almost 
adored  by  his  subjects.  A  pillar  commemorating  his  great 
actions — erected  in  Rome — is  still  in  existence. 

We  leave  this  as  it  is,  the  historian  has  explained  the 
First  Seal,  and  we  will  pass  on  to  the 

SECOND   SEAL. 

Fourth  verse. — "And  there  went  out  another  horse  that 
was  red,  and  power  was  given  to  him  that  sat  thereon  to 
take  peace  from  the  earth,  and  that  they  should  kill  one 
another,  and  there  was  given  unto  him  a  great  sv  jrd." 

The  color  of  the  horse  is  red,  signifying  a  Governraeat 
that  shed  much  blood,  and  the  head  having  a  great  sword 
and  power  to  take  peace  from  the  earth.  We  must  look 
for  a  period  of  bloodshed  and  civil  war  ?  A  period  of 
history  from  the  assassination  of  the  Emperor  Oommodus, 
A.D.  193,  to  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Pniilip  A.  D., 
249  the  Pretorian  guards  were  the  chief  actors.  Gribbon 
marks  this  as  a  step  in  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
The  records  such  a  series  of  civil  conflicts,  slaughters 
and  assassinations  as  are  rarely  met  with  in  the  history  of 
any  nation. 

THIRD  SEAL. 

Fifth  verse  and  last  clause. — *'  And  I  beheld  andb  a 
black  horse,  and  he  that  sat  on  him  had  a  pair  of  balances 
in  his  hand." 

The  colour  black  denotes  scarcity  and  want,  and  the 
balances  this  sad  state  of  things  was  justly  due  because  of 
the  sins  of  the  nation,  and  a  result  which  was  sure  to  follow 
after  more  then  fifty  years  of  civil  commotion  recorded  in 
the  Second  Seal. 

FOURTH    SEAL. 

Eighth  verse. — "  And  I  looked  and  behold  a  pale 
horse  and  his  name  that  sat  on  him  was  Death,  and  hell 
followed  with  him  ;  and  power  was  given  unto  them  over 
the  fourth  part  of  the  earth  to  kill  with  the  sword  aud 
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with  hunger  and  with  death  and  with  the  beasts  of  the 
earth." 

From  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Phillip  (249)  to  the 
death  of  Gallicanus  (268),  Gibbon  says  was  a  time  of  mis- 
fortune and  calamity,  shame  and  confusion.  A  time  in 
which  the  ruined  Empire  seemed  to  approach  the  last  fatal 
moments  of  its  dissolution.  He  notices  the  cause  as  actu- 
ally those  in  the  symbols — the  military  tyrants — famine  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  rapine  and  oppression ;  famine 
is  generally  followed  by  epidemic  diseases,  the  effect  of 
scanty  and  unwholesome  food  ;  the  plague  ravaged  every 
province  and  city,  and  almost  every  family  for  fifteen  years 
without  intermission. 

FIFTH  SEAL. 

9th  10th  &  11th  verses. — Amidst  this  time  of  trouble, 
Christains  must  have  suffered  severe  persecutions  from 
their  Pagan  enemies,  and  many  were  slain  rather  than  for- 
sake the  truth. 

"  And  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying  :  How  long, 
0  Lord,  Holy  and  true,  dost  thou  not  judge  and  avenge 
our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth." 

We  see  how  the  Lord  answered  their  prayers,  by  coming 
Himself  to  judgment, 

SIXTH   SEAL. 

It  is  a  well  known  historical  fact  that  Constantine  on 
his  march  to  Rome  to  meet  his  powerful  enemies,  was  sup- 

f)osed  to  have  seen  a  light  in  the  heavens.  We  firmly  be- 
eive  he  did,  and  more  ;  He  saw  Jesus  just  as  the  Apostle 
Paul  saw  a  light  on  the  road  to  Damascus,  and  was  honoured 
by  an  interview  with  that  Just  One.  And  Constantino 
received  from  him  the  commission  to  overcome  the  Pagan 
power,  and  establish  Ohrist'anity.  History  records  how  he 
overcame  Maxentius,  and  entered  Rome  in  triumph.  Edicts 
were  soon  passed  declaring  that  Christains  should  be  eased 
from  their  burdens,  and  received  into  places  of  trust  and 
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authority.     The  terror  and  consternatioQ  of  their  enemies 
are  depicted  in  the  last  three  verses  of  the  Chapter. 

"  And  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  the  great  men,  and  chief 
captains  and  mighty  men,  and  every  bondmaa  and  every 
freeman  hid  themselves,  in  the  dens  and  in  the  roc^s  of  the 
mountains,  and  said  to  the  rocks  and  the  mountains  fall 
on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on 
the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb,  for  the  great 
day  of  his  wrath  is  come  and  who  shall  be  able  to   stand." 

While  we  see  the  terrible  destruction  of  the  obstinate 
enemies  of  the  Lamb  in  the  above  verses.  In  the  seventh 
Chapter  is  shown  the  immense  number  that  was  redeemed 
from  the  earth,  and  their  reward. 

"They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more  ; 
neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the 
Lamb  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them 
and  lead  them  into  living  fountains  of  waters,  and  God 
shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

Eighth  Chapter. — And  when  ho  had  opened  the  Seventh 
Seal,  there  was  silence  in  heaven,  about  the  space  of  half 
an  hour. 

The  great  harv^st  recorded  in  the  preceding  Chapter  is 
gathered,  and  there  is  silence  in  heaven.  No  more  sinners 
repenting,  nothing  doing ;  the  Church  has  become  lazj 
and  corrupted  by  a  long  period  of  prosperity.  More  judg- 
ments are  necessary  to  bring  them  to  a  right  state  of  mind, 
And  I  saw  the  Seven  Angels  which  stood  before  God  and 
to  them  were  given  Seven  Trumpets. 

In  the  Seven  Seals  we  have  a  history  from  Tragan  to 
Constantino,  and  the  Seven  Trumpets  from  Constantino  to 
Martin  Luther,  indicating  three  periods  of  great  prosper- 
ity. 

FIRST   TRUMPET. 

Answers  to  the  devastations  commenced  396,  and  con- 
tinued to  about  412.  They  were  conducted  by  Alaric 
and  Rhadagaisus.  They  proceeded  across  the  Rhine,  on- 
ward to  Rome,  devastating  the  Provinces  and  laying  Rome 
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in  ashes,  and  rendering  Gaul  a  desert,  the  Blast  was  hush- 
ed with  the  death  of  Alaric. 

This  answers  to  the  symbols  in  the  seventh  verse  of  the 
eighth  Chapter.  The  first  angel  sounded  and  there  fol- 
|lowed  hail  and  fire,  mingled  with  blood,  and  they  were 
oast  upon  the  earth,  and  the  third  part  of  trees  was  burnt 
up,  and  all  green  grass  was  burnt  up. 

SECOND  TRUMPET. 

And  the  Seeond  Angel  sounded,  and  as  it  were  a  great 
mountain,  burning  with  fire,  was  cast  into  the  sea,  and  the 
third  part  of  the  sea  became  blood. 

Genseric  entered  into  the  work  in  439  ;  he  desolated 
such  parts  of  the  Western  Empire  as  had  been  spared  by 
Alaric  J  Hippo  and  Carthage  were  burned  and  his  fleet 
swept  the  Mediterranean  ;  the  Isles  were  subdued  and  the 
sea  coast  ravaged  ;  Genseric  died  477. 

THIRD  TRUMPET. 

The  tenth  verse. — **  And  the  third  Angel  sounded,  and 
there  fell  a  great  star  from  Heaven,  burning  as  it  were  a 
lamp,  and  it  fell  upon  the  third  part  of  the  livers  and  upon 
the  fountains  of  water." 

Attala  is  cal'ed  the  scourge  of  God,  hence  the  term  from 
Heaven  in  the  text.  This  scourge  invaded  the  Western 
Provinces  along  the  upper  Danube,  reducing  to  ashes 
populous  Cities  on  the  Rhine,  and  finally  bent  his  course 
to  the  Alps  and  valleys  ot  Italy  ;  he  returned  precipitately 
before  he  reached  Rome  and  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy 
453. 

THE  FOURTH  TRUMPET. 

Twelfth  verse. — "  And  the  fourth  Angel  sounded,  and  the 
third  part  of  the  sun  was  smitten  ;  and  the  third  part  of 
the  moon,  and  the  third  part  of  the  stars,  so  as  the  third 
part  of  them  was  darkened,  and  the  day  shone  not  for  a 
third  part  of  it  and  the  night  likewise." 

Odoacer  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Attala,  assuming  the  oom- 
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mand  of  the  Ileruli,  marcliod  into  tlie  heart  of  Italy  and 
abolished  the  name  and  office  of  the  Koman  Emperor  of 
the  West.  Romulus  A  ^ustulus  abdicated  the  throne. 
Thus  the  third  part  of  Caristiauity  was  darkened,  and  the 
floods  were  issuing  from  the  dragun's  moutli. 

'    FIFTH  TRUMPET. 

"  And  the  fifth  Angel  sounded,  and  I  saw  a  star  fall  from 
Heaven  unto  the  earth,  and  to  him  Was  given  the  key  of 
the  bottomless  pit.'' 

A  star  denotes  an  ecclesiastical  ruler.  Mohomet  was  of 
the  princely  house  of  the  Koreish  Governors  of  Mecca, 
having  charge  of  the  keys  of  the  Caabi,  which,  at  the  time 
of  his  birth,  were  in  the  hands  of  his  grandfather.  His 
father  and  grandfather  dying  during  iMahomet's  minority, 
the  headship  of  the  tribe  passed  into  the  hand  of  another 
branch  of  the  family,  and  so  he  answers  to  the  text  as  a 
fallen  star.  It  is  well  known  how  he  retired  to  a  cavo 
three  miles  from  Mecca,  and  there  concocted  the  plan  of 
his  luture  operations,  and  after  having  remained  in  exile 
seven  years,  having  been  driven  there  by  the  rulers  of  the 
principality.  He  returned  as  the  Piince  and  Prophet  of 
his  native  country,  asserting  that  he  had  received  a  divine 
commission,  which  answers  to  the  text  which  reads,  "a 
key  was  given  him."  Mohometiustihe  key  of  the  Caaba; 
but  here  he  got  another  just  as  good,  the  key  ot  the  bot- 
tomless pit. 

Second  verse. — "  And  he  opened  the  bottomless  pit ;  and 
there  arose  a  smoke  oat  of  the  pit,  as  the  smoke  of  a  great 
furnace  ;  and  the  sun  and  the  air  were  darkened  by  rea- 
son of  the  smoke  of  the  pit."' 

The  smoke  began  to  issue  forth  in  620,  the  Saracen  then 
declared  war.  Syria  was  subdued ;  Egyp^  soon  followed,  and 
then  the  African  Provinces.  At  the  beginning  ot  the  eighth 
century,  Spain  fell.  In  ten  years,  Omer  reduced  iiGOO 
cities,  destroyed  4000  so  called  churches,  and  built 
1400  mosques.     At  the  end  of  the  first  century  of  the 
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Hejira,  the  Arabian  Empire  reached  from  the  'confines  of 
Tartary  and  India  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  This 
great  smoke  darkened  the  sun  of  Christianity.  In  the 
eleventh  verse,  we  have  the  name  of  the  head  of  this 
power,  in  the  Hebrew  Abaddon,  in  the  Greek  Apollyon, 
both  of  which  means  destroyer.  Mohammedism  is  op- 
posed to  idolatry,  which  at  that  time,  began  to  prevail  ia 
the  Christian  Church ;  the  Beast  was  rising  out  of  the 
sea,  and  images  and  the  crucifix  and  other  inovations  were 
being  introduced,  and  to  destroy  these  was  the  object  of 
Mohammedism — henoa  the  name,  Destroyer, 

SIXTH   TRUMPET. 

From  the  fifteenth  to  last  verse  of  ninth  Chapter.— 
"And  the  sixth  angel  sounded,  and  I  heard  a  voice  from 
the  four  horns  of  the  golden  altar,  which  is  before  God, 
saying  to  the  sixth  angel  which  had  the  trumpet,  loose 
the  four  angels  which  are  bound  in  the  great  river  Eu- 
phrates." 

From  this  we  learn  that  a  great  power  has  been  held  in 
'^heck,  and  the  word  '*  Euphrates"  gives  us  the  locality. 

History  records  that  Tamalane,  otherwise  called  Timer- 
bee,  was  a  prince  of  the  Usbeck  Tartars  ;  and  a  descend- 
ant from  Gengis  Khan.  After  having  overrun  Persia,  and 
a  groat  part  of  India  and  Syria,  this  great  conquerer  was 
invited  by  some  of  the  minor  princes  of  Asia,  who  were 
sufi'ering  under  the  Ottaman  rule,  to  come  aud  protect 
them.  Tamalane  was  flattered  by  the  request,  and  having 
brought  a  groat  army  into  Phrygia,  he  was  there  H'et  by 
Bajazet  the  Ottaman  Emperor,  who  readily  gave  battle 
and  was  defeated  and  made  prisoner.  Tamalane  seems  to 
have  been  the  power  that  held  these  agents  of  destruction 
in  check,  aud  on  his  death  they  were  loosed  and  resumed 
their  purpose  of  destroying  the  Empire  of  the  East,  and 
in  1453,  Mohammed  the  Second  took  Constantinople.  The 
last  clause  of  the  seventeenth  verse  reads  :  "  And  out  of 
their  mouths  went  forth  fire  and  smoke."     Artillery  was 
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introduced  about  this  timo,  and  owing  to  this  new  weapon 
of  warfare,  fortifications  which  had  stood  for  ages  against 
the  power  of  the  Goth,  the  Hun,  the  Vandal,  now  fell 
before  the  power  of  cannon. 

After  all  these  sore  judgments  and  a  great  deal  more 
than  we  have  recorded,  we  read  in  the  last  verse  of  the 
Chapter,  "  Neither  repented  they  of  their  murders,  nor  of 
their  sorceries,  nor  of  their  fornicatioo,  nor  of  their 
thefts." 

A  terrible  array  of  crime  is  brought  against  them :  mur- 
ders— (they  burned  the  witnesses  at  the  stake) — fornica- 
tions,— the  Pope  was  looked  up  to  as  Jesus  Christ, — sorce- 
ries^ they  had  dispensed  with  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  saved  men  by  forms, — thefts,  they  stole  the  jewels 
belonging  to  Christ,  and  told  men  to  do  penance. 

First  verse,  10th  chapter. — "  And  I  saw  another  mighty 
angel  come  down  from  Heaven,  clothed  with  a  cloud,  and 
a  rainbow  was  upon  his  head,  and  his  face  was  as  it  were 
the  sun  shining  in  his  strength,  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire. 

"  And  he  had  in  his  hand  a  little  book  open,  and  he  set 
his  right  foot  upon  the  sea  and  his  left  foot  upon  the  earth, 
and  cried  with  a  loud  voice  as  when  a  Lion  roareth,  and 
when  he  had  cried,  seven  thunders  uttered  their  voices." 

Martin  Luther  had  the  little  book  open  ;  he  learnt  its 
truths  and  became  born  of  the  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  and 
entered  into  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  he  was  the  cloud 
the  mighty  Angel  chose  to  clothe  himseli'  with. 

"  And  when  he  had  cried,  seven  thunders  uttered  their 
voices.^' 

These  voices  came  from  the  seven  hills  of  Rome  in  the 
shape  of  the  Pope's  Bull,  after  Luther  had  posted  his  thesis 
on  the  church  gates  of  Wurtemburgh. 

Luther  maintained  the  truth  by  a  clear,  strong  testi- 
mony in  opposition  to  Tetzel,  and  afterwiiruo  the  Pope 
himself.  This  was  done  so  effectually  as  to  make  him  in 
his  turn  tremble  on  the  seven  hills,  from  whence  he  hurled 
his  own  thunders. 
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Chapter  eleven  takes  us  back  to  times  shortly  after 
Constantine,  and  treats  of  matters  Ecclesiastical,  and  is 
parallel  with  the  seven  trumpets,  the  last  of  which  con- 
cludes the  chapter  with  an  account  of  the  Reformation. 
It  also  intimates  that  all  through  these  dark  times  there 
were  witnesses  for  the  truth,  —multitudes  of  men  died  at 
the  stake  rather  than  deny  the  truth.  In  the  reign  of  tho 
Empress  Theodoria,  100,000  are  said  to  have  been  put  to 
death  ;  but  two  especially  are  mentioned  in  the  chapter  as 
the  two  olive  trees,  and  the  two  candlesticks  standing 
before  the  Grod  of  the  earth, — two  prominent  witnesses  for 
the  truth,  were  Jer6me  and  Huss, — and  these  were  slain 
and  overcome  by  the  Beast,  and  rose  again  in  the  person  of 
Luther  ;  and  as  the  last  eight  verses  refer  to  the  Reforma- 
tion, the  witnesses,  two  of  them  at  least,  were  Jerome  and 
Huss. 

Thirteenth  verse. — "  And  at  the  same  hour  there  was  a 
great  earthquake,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell," 
Germany  was  lost  to  Rome,  the  tenth  part  of  the  city,  and 
the  earthquake  refers  to  the  civil  discords  of  the  time. 
The  last  verse  refers  to  the  revival  of  Gospel  preaching. 
"  And  the  Temple  of  God  was  opened  in  Heaven,  and 
there  was  seen  in  his  Temple  the  Ark  of  his  Testament. 

The  twelfth  Chapter  takes  us  back  again  to  early  times, 
and  is  a  condensed  history  of  the  Church  of  God. 

"  And  there  appeared  a  great  wonder  in  Heaven  ;  a 
woman  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  the  moon  under  her 
feet,  and  upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars,  and  she 
being  with  child,  cried,  travailing  in  birth,  and  pained  to 
be  delivered.  And  there  appeared  another  wonder  in 
Heaven,  and  behold  a  great  red  dragon  having  seven 
heads  and  ten  horns,  and  seven  crowns  upon  his  heads. 
A.nd  his  tail  drew  the  third  part  of  the  stars  of  Heaven, 
and  ca&t  them  to  the  earth ;  and  the  dragon  stood  before 
the  woman  which  was  leady  to  be  delivered,  for  to  devour 
her  child  as  soon  as  it  was  born.  And  she  brought  forth 
i  man  child,  who  was  to  rule  all  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron ; 
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and  her  child  was  caught  up  unto  God  and  to  His  throne." 

The  woman  is  none  other  than  the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  the  crown  of  twelve  stars  on  her  head,  were  the 
ecclesiastical  rulers  of  the  Church ;  and  the  moon  under 
her  feet,  shews  she  stood  high  above  earthly  things,  and 
was  heavenly  minded. 

The  great  red  dragon  so  minutely  described,  we  shall 
identify  with  the  Reman  Government  under  Maxentius,  a 
person  of  cruel  disposition,  and  a  steadfast  supporter  of 
Paganism ;  and  by  his  power  the  third  part  of  the  stars  of 
Heaven  were  cast  down.  He  having  power  over  about  a 
third  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  dragon  is  Maxentius. 

The  seven  heads,  the  seven  hills  of  Rome. 

The  ten  horns,  the  ten  tribunes,  the  chief  supporters  of 
the  government. 

The  seven  crowns  on  the  heads,  the  seven  first  kings  of 
Rome, — from  Romulus  who  founded  Rome  to  Tarquinius, 
were  neither  more  nor  less  than  seven  kings.  After  Tar- 
quinius, came  the  Republic.  Hero  we  have  the  dragon 
completed  and  identified  with  Rome,  Pagan. 

Constantine  was  the  man-child  which  the  Church  gave 
birth  to  at  that  time,  and  history  records  how  he  ruled  the 
nations  with  a  rod  of  iron,  completely  overthrowing  the 
Pagan  powers  of  the  day  and  establishing  Christianity. 

And  the  ninth  verse  reads  :  "  And  the  great  dragon 
was  cast  out ;  that  old  serpent  called  the  devil,  and  Satan, 
which  deceiveth  the  whole  world.  He  was  cast  into  the 
earth,  and  his  angels  were  cast  out  with  him. 

Thirteenth  verso. — '*  And  when  the  dragon  saw  that 
he  was  cast  unto  the  earth,  he  persecuted  the  woman  who 
brought  forth  the  man-child." 

Fourteenth  verse. — "  And  to  the  woman  were  given  two 
wings  of  a  great  eagle,  that  she  might  fly  into  the  wilder- 
ness, into  her  place^where  she  is  nourished  for  a  time, 
times  and  half  a  time  from  the  face  of  the  serpent." 

In  the  sixth  verse  we  read — "  The  woman  fled  into  the 
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wilderness."  We  understand  by  tl^i^lflUf)  Ithi^Wirijli  of 
Christ  was  worsted  by  thei  errors  \wjjich.:i^^ulte(i  from 
great  worldly  prosperity,  shortly  afteps^i/^  .^^k  Vf  Con- 
stantine,  commencing  even  with  the  lattw*pi»t  OThiis  reign. 
And  soon  the  Roman  Eagles  were  trailed  in  the  dust  by 
the  overwhelming  floods  of  barbarians  which  overran  the 
Eropire,  which  the  dragon  cast  out  of  his  mouth,  and  out 
of  which  sea  the  beast  rose,  mentioned  in  the  thirteenth 
chapter,  or  what  is  now  called  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

It  could  not,  therefore,  be  the  Roman  Eagle  that  helped 
the  woman  in  her  flight.  America,  from  the  first  landing 
of  the  Pilij;rim  Fathers  to  the  present  day,  has'  been  a 
refuge  for  the  persecuted  Church  of  Christ ;  all  religions 
are  tolerated,  none  are  established.  And  the  wings  of  this 
great  Eagle  have  overshadowed  and  helped  the  Church  of 
Christ  J  and  when  she  is  next  seen  it  will  not  be  as  a  fugi- 
tive, but  as  a  mighty  conqueror,  treading  down  her 
enemies,  for  the  Lord  is  on  her  side. 

In  the  thirteenth  chapter  we  have  a  history  of  events 
running  parallel  with  the  eleventh  chapter,  and  gives  us  a 
description  of  the  Beast  that  IS,  which  rose  up  out  of  the 
sea  of  Paganism  which  the  dragon  cast  up  out  of  his 
mouth  to  drown  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Thirteenth  chapter  and  first  two  verses. — ''  And  I  stood 
upon  the  sand  of  the  sea,  and  saw  a  beast  rise  up  out  of 
the  sea,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns,  and  upon  his 
horns  ten  crowns,  and  upon  his  head  the  name  of  Blas- 
phemy." 

The  last  verse. — Here  is  wisdom. — Let  him  that  hath 
understanding  count  the  number  of  the  beast,  for  it  is  the 
number  of  a  man  :  and  his  number  is  six  hundred  three- 
score and  six. — 666. 

We  will  next  identify  this  beast  with  the  Romish 
Church,  and  also  give  him  his  number.  In  order  to  do 
tbis  we  will  quote  the  historian's  own  words.  * 

I*  Chambers'  Information  tor  the  People,  Second  Volume.    Ancient  Hia- 
torj  of  Rome. 
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From  Romulus  is  reckoned  a  series  of  seven  Kings,  the 
ablest  of  whom;  Servius  Tullius,  placed  Home  at  the  head 
of  the  small  states  forming  what  has  been  called  the  Latin 
Confederacy,  (the  number  of  his  name.)  The  seven  hills 
of  Rome  answers  to  the  seven  heads,  but  we  notice  instead 
of  crowns  on  the  heads  like  the  dragon,  he  has  the  name 
of  Blasphemy,  which  answers  exactly  to  the  Pope  claiming 
to  be  a  descendant  of  the  Apostle  Peter,  and  consequently 
an  Apostle  himself,  which  is  blasphemy. 

Shortly  after  Rome  became  a  Republic,  B.C.  492^ 
the  people  obtained  the  right  of  appointing  Tribunes,  at 
first  five  and  afterwards  ten,  who  had  the  power  of  suspend- 
ing the  decrees  of  the  Senate.     At  the  suggestion  of  a 


Tribune  named  Tertullian,  ten  men  were  appointed  called    ^ith  Pa 


Here, 

jrowns, 


Decemviri,  each  of  the  ten  men  acted  as  Supreme  Magis 
trate  for  a  day  ;  the  other  nine  officiating  as  judges. 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  ten  Kings  and  Crowns  as  they  ap- 
ply to  the  beast  that  loas,  but  we  must  also  apply  them  to 
the  beast  that  is.  The  Cardinals  are  Popes  (expectant), 
and  a  Cardinal's  hat  has  been  an  object  of  more  value  then 
a  King's  crown.  The  Cardinals  are  the  horns  and  crowned 
with  this  emblem  of  power.  We  have  the  horns  complete. 
The  Pope  is  the  Beast.  Here,  then,  we  have  the  beast  heads  Bations 
and  horns  complete.     Now,   for  the  number  of  his  name.  I  Many 

The  services  of  the  Roman  Church  are  conducted  in 
Latin,  and  the  Pope  may  truly  be  called  the  Latin  man— 
they  Latinize  every  thing ;  Mass,  Prayers,  Litanies,  Canons, 
Decretals,  Bulls — all  are  couched  in  Latin.  The  numeral 
value  of  the  letters  composing  this  name  makes  the  exact 
number.  If  we  take  a  Grreek  grammar  and  examine  the  |old  serp 
numeral  value  of  the  letters  composing  the  word  LateinoS;  I  Third 
we  shall  find  it  makes  just  666  : —  poundei 
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Here,  then,  we  have  this  Beast — heads,  horns  and 
crowns,  and  the  number  of  his^name,  completely  identified 
with  Papal  Rome. 

Second  verse. — "  And  the  beast  which  I  saw  was  like 
unto  a  leopard,  and  his  feet  were  as  the  feet  of  a  bear,  and 
his  mouth  as  the  mouth  of  a  lion  ;  an  ^  the  dragon  gave 
liim  his  power  and  his  seat,  and  great  authority." 

The  body  denotes  great  activity,  and  also  spotted  with 
ilasphemy  ;  and  the  bear  like  feet  shows  he  was  very 
icstructive.     Bears  in  procuring  their  food,  destroy  the 

ees,  and  the  corn  fields  suffer  severly  from  their  depra- 
ations,  and  he  had  a  mouth  as  the  mouth  of  a  lion. 

Many  a  King  has  trembled  at  this  roaring  lion. 

"  And  the  dragon  gave  him  his  power  and  his  seat,  and 

eat  authority." 

The  seat  of  the  dragon  as  we  have  already  shown,  was 

agan  Rome,  and  here  we  have  the  transfer  to  JPapal 

ome,  with  all  the  aid  and  assistance  the  dragon — that 
lid  serpent — the  devil,  could  render. 

Third  verse. — "And   I  saw  one  of  his  heads  as  it  were 

ounded  to  death ;  and  his  deadly  wound  was  healed,  and 
II  the  world  wondered  after  the  beast." 

The  head  that  was  wounded  to  death  was  Germany,  by 
ihe  sword  of  the  Spirit  wielded  by  Martin  Luther  j  and 
ihe  wound  was  healed  by  the  two-horned  beast  which  rose 
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Eleventh  verse. — *'  And  I  beheld  another  beast  coming 
up  out  of  the  earth ;  and  hA  had  two  horns  like  a  lamb; 
and  he  spake  as  a  dragon/' 

"  And  he  exeroiseth  all  the  power  of  the  first  beaat  be- 
fore hiro,  and  causeth  the  earth  and  them  that  dwoU  there- 
in, to  worship  the  first  beast,  whose  deadly  wound  was 
healed." 

"  And  he  doth  great  wonders,  so  that  ho  maketh  fire 
come  down  from  Heaven  on  the  earth,  in  the  sight  of  men. 
And  deceiveth  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  by  the  means 
of  those  miracles  which  he  had  power  to  do  in  the  sight  of 
the  beast^  saying  to  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  that 
they  should  make  an  image  to  the  bcast^  which  had  the 
wound  by  the  sword  and  did  live." 

The  rise  of  this  beast  commenced  with  the  difccussion 
between  the  reformers  Luther,  and  Zwinglc,  concerning 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Luther,  who  really 
was  an  ambassador  or  an  apostle,  understood  the  truth, 
and  opposed  iinti-Christ  with  all  his  might.  We  read  in 
the  First  Epistle  of  John,  iv,  3. : 

"  And  every  Spirit  that  confesseth  not,  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh,  is  not  of  God,  and  this  is  that 
Spirit  of  Anti-Christ." 

And  again,  in  the  Second  Epistle,  seventh  verse  :  "  For 
many  deceivers  are  entered  into  the  world  who  confess  not 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh ;  this  is  a  deceiver 
and  an  Anti-Christ. 

Zwingle,  on  the  contrary,  maintained  that  Christ  came 
not  in  the  flesh,  but  in  the  spirit,  which  ended  in  the 
failure  of  the  parties  becoming  united.  And  caused  men 
to  worship  the  beast  whose  deadly  wound  was  healed. 

Here,  thcL^  we  have  the  great  anti-christian  power 
described  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  in  his  Second  Epistle  to  the 
Thessalonians,  second  chapter. — The  man  of  SIN. 

**'  Who  exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or 
that  is  worshipped ;  so  that  he  as  God  sitteth  in  the  tem- 
ple showing  himself  that  he  is  God*" — 4th  verse. 
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We  have  endeavoured  to  show  in  this  tract,  that  the 
Elect  refers  to  Jesus  Christ  the  chief  corner  stone — Elect 

\d  precious.  His  apostles,  men  chosen  from  the  best  of 
christians,  to  represent  him  on  earth,  just  as  an  ambassador 
would  act  for  the  king  or  president  of  a  great  nation. 

And  Prophets,  holy  men  of  old,  who  wrote  the  Scrip- 
tures,— men  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  God's  living 
temples.  These  men  all  admit  there  is  a  possibility  of 
being  lost  through  disobedience  which  the  Calvinist  does 
not,  consequently,  he  exalteth  himself  above  these  real 
Temples  of  God  ;  and  by  presuming  to  be  an  elect,  he,  as 
Mf  sitteth  in  the  Temple  of  God,  showing  himself  that 
he  is  God.  Again,  talk  to  them  of  the  evil  of  sin  they 
will  tell  you,  we  cannot  live  without  sin  ;  wo  are  sinning 
all  the  time  :  do  you  mean  to  say  you  can  live  without  sin  f 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  mr.n  of  SIN.  Calvin  showed 
what  kind  of  spirit  he  was  led  by  when  he  helped  to  burn 
Servetus. 

God  is  love,  and  his  chief  design  is  the  welfare  of  man- 
kind. Sin  does  not  promote  the  happiness  of  man,  but 
adds  to  his  misery.  Sin  entered  through  a  broken  law, 
and  then  abused  what  was  really  good.  '^  Sin  is  the  trans- 
gression of  the  law,"  and  the  abuse  of  good.  We  cannot 
prevent  thoughts  from  entering  no  mor  j  than  we  can  hin- 
der the  birds  from  flying  over  our  heads,  but  we  need  not 
let  them  build  nests  in  our  hair.  When  evil  thoughts 
enter,  Satan  is  not  far  off ;  resist  him,  he  will  soon  leave 
you ;  he  is  quite  harmless  unless  you  obey  him,  and  then 
you  become  a  tool  in  his  hand  to  work  your  own  destruc- 
tion and  injure  others. 

"  And  he  exerciseth  all  the  power  of  the  first  beast 
before  him."  (The  Calvinists  a  e  as  powerful  as  the 
Romanists.)  "  And  causeth  them  which  dwell  therein  to 
worship  the  first  beast."  By  the  doctrine  of  predestina- 
tion men  are  driven  to  the  Romish  Church.  And  he 
doeth  great  wonders,  so  that  he  maketh  fire  come  down 
from  Heaven  on  the  earth  in  the  sight  of  men,  and  deceiv- 
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cth  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  by  the  means  of  these 
miracles  which  he  had  power  to  do  in  the  sight  of  the 
beast,  saying  to  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  that  they 
should  make  an  image  to  the  beast  which  had  the  wound 
by  the  sword  and  did  live.  And  he  had  power  to  give 
life  unto  the  image  of  the  beast,  that  the  image  of  the 
beast  should  both  speak,  and  cause  that  as  many  as  would 
not  worship  the  image  of  the  beast  should  be  killed. 

Counterfeit  money  has  been  made  to  imitate  the  true 
coin  so  as  to  pass  current  ;  and  this  beast  with  the  lamb- 
like horns  and  dragon  voice  has  so  well  imitated  the  lamb, 
that  he  has  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  fold,  and  doing  a 
great  deal  of  mischief.  This  beast  evidently  represents 
(Jalvanism.  The  two  horns  of  the  beast  are  Predestination 
and  Election  the  two  prominent  Calvinistic  doctrines,  all 
men  (say  they)  were  Predestinated  to  be  saved  by  Electing 
grace  Jfrom  the  foundation  of  the  world  or  still  further 
back  in  the  past,  from  all  leternity,  these  two  lamb  like 
horns  caused  men  to  worship  the  other  beast  whose  deadly 
wound  was  healed,  or  in  other  words  caused  men  to  be  Rom- 
anists \^ho  were  liberals.  This  beast  came  up  out  of  the 
earth.  The  Calvinist  believes  that  all  men  were  elected 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  to  be  either  damned  in 
Hell  or  saved  in  Heaven,  mistaking  the  word  world  to 
mean  the  earth,  and  the  time  before  the  earth  was  formed, 
which  it  does  not,  for  we  read  : — ''  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believ* 
eth  on  Him  might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 

Why  should  Jesus  die  for  the  sins  of  the  earth  ?  Has  it 
ever  done  anything  wrong  ?  We  think  not ;  then,  the 
word  world  must  mean  the  people,  and  it  embraces  the 
whole  human  race.  "  Go,  says  Jesus,  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creuture  ;  he  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall 
be  saved  ;  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  Here 
we  have  salvation  offered  to  every  one,  on  the  simple  con- 
dition of  faith  in  Christ  and  obedience  to  his  precepts. 
*'  If  you  love  me,  keep  my  commandments.    Take  my 
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yoke  upon  you,  for  it  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light. 
Come  unto  me,  all  ye  who  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  rest."  And  the  Apostle  Paul  says  in  tho 
First  Epistle  to  Timothy,  second  chapter,  fifth  and  sixth 
verses : — 

"  For  there  is  one  God  and  one  mediator  between  Qod 
and  man,  the  man  Christ  Jesus.  Who  gave  himself  a 
ransom  for  Ahh  to  be  testified  in  due  time." 

**  And  he  maketh  fire  come  down  from  Heaven  in  tho 
sight  of  men." 

By  maintaining  that,  none  but  ihe  Elect  can  be  saved  ; 
they  consign  all  the  rest  to  hell  fire,  and  so  bring  fire 
from  Heaven,  or  from  the  Scriptures. 

Saying  to  them  that  dwell  on  tho  earth,  that  they  should 
make  an  image  to  the  beast,  which  had  the  wound  by  tho 
sword,  and  did  live. 

The  most  prominent  image  in  the  Romiiijh  riiuroh  is 
the  crucifix,  and  the  Calvinist  made  this  image  become  very 
prominent ;  they  put  a  singular  construction  on  the  words 
of  Jesus  in  that  terrible  hour  when  He  cried  it  is  finished, 
— evidently  meaning  his  terrible  sufferings  were  ended, 
for  He  is  now  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  having  all  power, 
and  using  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  Church  and  the  whole 
human  family.  His  work  is  not  finished  until  the  whole 
human  family  are  united  in  one  common  brotherhood.  As 
they  say  *hey  cannot  live  without  sin,  they  must  be  ever 
at  the  cross,  and  thus  an  image  of  the  cross  is  ever  before 
their  eyes.  Jesus  told  the  woman  taken  in  adultery  to  go 
and  SIN  no  more,  and  the  promise  is  my  grace  is  suffi- 
cient for  you,  and  we  are  to  grow  in  grace,  tliat  sin  in  our 
members  may  be  slain  ;  that  we  mav  be  deal  unto  sin  and 
alive  unto  God  -,  that  we  may  have  a  nope  through  the  resur- 
ruction  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead. 

Second  Epistle  of  Peter  ii.  9,  10. — *•  The  Lord  knoweth 
how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptations,  and  to  reserve 
the  unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punished  :  But 
chiefly  them  that  wdk  after  the  flesh  in  the  lust  of  uuclean- 
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nesS;  and  despise  government ;  presumptuous  are  theji 
self-willed,  they  are  not  afraid  to  speak  evil  of  dignities." 

Calvinism  teaches  that  the  Old  Testament  dispensation 
was  an  entire  failure,  and  now  God  judges  all  men  from 
the  Cross  of  Christ.  Adam  was  tried  by  prohibition  but 
fell,  Noah  got  drunk,  Moses  spoke  unadvisedly  with  his 
tongue,  say  they,  and  thus  they  speak  evil  of  dignities. 
Nothing  God  has  designed  has  failed.  He  created  man  for 
His  Glory,  man  failed  and  came  short  of  the  Glory  of  God, 
and  hence  the  necessity  of  a  Redeemer^  who  was  premised 
before  the  world  was,  namely,  when  only  Adam  and  his 
wife  were  in  existence,  and  when  they  fell  the  plan  of 
redemption  was  formed  and  not  before,  to  assert  it  was 
formed  before,  makes  God  to  be  unjust,  and  hence  the 
two  horned  lamb  like  beast  spake  as  a  dragon,  or  as  a 
devil,  multitudes  of  people  were  saved  in  the  old  dispensa- 
tion, and  it  fully  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
intended,  as  the  night,  we  are  now  in  the  broad  day  light 
of  the  gospel,  and  it  will  be  more  tollerable  for  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  at  the  day  of  judgment,  then  for  some  of  our 
modern  Cities. 

Calvinism  is  a  kind  of  Judaism.  They  say  they  are  the 
elect  ?  So  did  the  Jews  say  they  were  the  people  ;  but 
they  nailed  Jesus  to  the  cross.  They  say  Jesus  is  coming 
to  take  them  to  Glory,  and  every  body  who  was  not 
elected  from  all  eternity  of  course  will  be  destroyed.  So 
did  the  Jews  expect  Him  as  a  great  earthly  King,  who 
would  exalt  them,  and  destroy  their  enemies.  But  what 
says  Jesus — '^  my  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,'' — "  and 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  cometh  not  with  observation," 
Christ  came  to  judgment  in  the  person  of  Moses  when  the 
Egyptians  were  destroyed — and  when  Jericho  fell — and 
when  Constantino  defeated  the  Pagans — and  when  Luther 
posted  his  thesis  on  the  gates  of  the  meeting-house  at 
Wurtemburg,  but  without  holiness  no  man  can  know  the 
Lord.     The  coming  of  Christ  is  Apostolic.     And  Jesus 
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will  remain  at  the  right  hand  of  Grod  until  the  whole 
human  rape  becomes  one  universal  Brotherhood. 

The  fourteenth  chapter  contains  a  histcry  of  events, 
from  the  Reformation  to  the  end  of  the  covenant  of  Grace. 
Commencing  with  an  account  of  the  great  revival  in 
Luther's  time,  and  gives  us  an  account  of  Wesley  in  the 
sixth  verse. 

"  And  I  saw  another  Angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  Heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  to  them  thafc 
dwelt  on  the  earth  and  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue 
and  people.  Saying  with  a  loud  voice,  fear  God  and 
give  Glory  to  Him,  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come. 

The  good  that  'resulted  from  Wesley,  Whitfield  and 
others,  extends  to  tiie  present  time.  In  the  eighth  verse 
we  are  introduced  to  the  fall  of  Babylon,  which  brings  us 
down  to  cur  own  day,  and  Zion  must  come  forth  to  meet 
her  foes  and  overturn  every  kind  of  error,  and  the  beast 
and  the  false  Prophet — or  the  man  of  sin,  with  his  dragon- 
voice  are  to  be  taken  and  cast  alive  into  the  bottomless  pit. 

In  the  fifteenth  chapter  we  have  an  account  of  the 
revival  which  followed  the  preaching  of  Wesley.  In  the 
sixteenth  chapter^  we  have  a  history  of  secular  events 
parallel  with  the  fifteenth. 

FIRST   VIAL, 

Chapter  xvi.  2. — **  And  the  first  Angel  went  out  and 
poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  earth,  and  there  fell  a  noisome 
and  grievous  sore  upon  the  men  which  had  the  mark  of 
the  beast,  and  upon  them  which  worshipped  his  image." 

In  1789  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  and  at  first 
was  looked  upon  with  favor,  but  the  horrid  cruelties  and 
massacres  which  prevailed  soon  produced  a  feeling  of  dis- 
gust. The  adherents  of  the  beast  sufifered  the  confiscation 
of  all  their  revenues  (sore  place  that);  thousands  publicly 
abjured  this  Christian  faith  ;  the  leaders  declared  that  God 
did  not  exist,  and  a  public  procession  in  mockery  of  Chris- 
tianity paraded  the  streets  of  Paris. 
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:.  SECOND  VIAL. 

"  And  the  second  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the 
sea,  and  it  became  as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man^  and  every 
living  soul  died  in  the  sea." 

..In  October,  1805,  a  fleet  of  33  sail,  partly  French  and 
partly  Spanish,  met  a  British  fleet  of  27,  under  Nelson,  off 
Cape  Trafalgar,  and  was  beaten,  but  with  the  loss  of  Nel- 
son. Britain  thus  fixed  permanently  her  dominion  over  the 
seas  and  coasts  of  the  civilized  world,  and  every  living  soul 
died  in  the  sea,  or  every  power  capable  of  contesting  with 
her  the  rigiit  to  rule  the  waves,  and  by  the  death  of  Nelson 
the  sea  became  as  it  were  the  blood  of  a  dead  man. 

THIRD   VIAL. 

"  And  the  third  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the 
rivers  and  fountains  of  water,  and  they  became  blood." 

In  April,  1792,  war  was  declared  by  the  French  National 
Assembly  against  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  in  Sep- 
tember following,  against  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  some 
time  afterwards  against  the  Republic  of  Venice  and  the 
King  of  Naples.  The  contest  lasted  for  several  years ', 
the  rivers  and  valleys  were  covered  with  blood. 

FOURTH   VIAL. 

"  And  the  fourth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upoiT  the  sun, 
and  power  was  given  unto  him  to  scorch  men  with  fire." 

The  name  given  to  Napoleon  by  his  soldiers  was 
the  King  of  Fire,  his  fire,  whether  by  Artillery  or  mus- 
ketry, was  the  most  deadly  of  any  that  ever  went  before, 
and  in  this  way  he  had  power  to  scorch  men  with  fire. 

In  1806^  Napoleon  forced  the  German  Emperor  to 
renounce  his  title  of  Emperor  of  the  holy  Roman  Empire, 
a  title  which  had  existed  for  a  thousand  years,  and  be  con- 
tent with  that  of  Austria,  and  thus  the  vial  was  poured  in 
the  sun. 

FIFTH   VIAL. 

"  And  the  fifth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  on  the  seat  of 
the  beast,  and  his  kingdom  was  full  of  darkness,  and  they 
gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain." 
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In  1809  Napoleon  passed  an  Edict,  that  in  (1810), 
the  I*ope  should  be  stripped  of  all  civil  power,  and  remain 
only  a  limited  ecclesiastic,  and  Italy  should  be  annexed  to 
France,  as  a  French  Province,  and  Rome  become  the 
second  city  in  the  Empire ;  and  thus  his  kingdom  became 
full  of  darkness. 

SIXTH   VIAL. 

"  And  the  sixth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upou  the 
great  River  Euphrates,  and  the  water  thereof  was  dried 
up,  that  the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east  might  be  pre- 
pared." 

For  the  last  fifteen  years  the  Sultan  has  been  styled  the 
sick  man,  and  the  power  of  Mohammedism  is  dried  up. 
Russia  seeing  the  weakness  of  this  once  terrible  power, 
tried  to  get  possession,  but  was  prevented  by  the  combined 
armies  of  France  and  England,  which  led  to  the  Crimean 
War.  Matters  are  looking  still  worse  now,  and  the  Jews 
may  soon  be  restored  to  their  own  land,  and  the  way  for 
the  Kings  of  the  east  may  be  prepared,  most  of  the  Turks 
will  be  apt  to  turn  Christains. 

SEVENTH  VIAL. 

"  And  the  seventh  angel  poured  out  his  vial  in  the  air, 
and  there  came  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  of  Heaven 
from  the  throne,  saying  :  it  is  done.  And  there  were 
voices  and  thunders  and  lightnings,  and  there  was  a  great 
earthquake  such  as  was  not  since  men  were  upon  the  earth — 
so  mighty  an  earthquake  and  so  great.  And  the  great 
City  was  divided  into  three  parts,  and  the  Cities  of  the 
nations  fell  and  great  Babylon  came  in  remembrance  before 
God,  to  give  unto  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierce- 
ness of  his  wrath.  And  every  island  fled  away  an  dthe 
mountains  were  not  found." 

Fresh  in  our  memories  is  the  late  civil  war  in  America, 
with  the  facts  of  which  we  are  all  acquainted  ;  it  caused  a 
commotion  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  that  great 
country,  the  like  of  which  we  have  nowhere  recorded  in  his- 
tory. Truly,  it  may  be  called  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  has 
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not  been  since  men  were  on  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earth- 
quake, and  so  great. 

Great  changes  have  taken  place  in  Europe.  Prussia  with 
the  aid  of  the  needle  gun  has  added  greatly  to  her  territory, 
and  the  cities  of  the  nations  have  fallen.  Spain  is  lost  to 
the  beast,  and  the  Bible  is  being  circulated  in  that  coun- 
try. The  agents  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
are  at  work  distributing  the  blessed  Book,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  will  soon  accompany 
it  and  make  it  plain  and  understandable,  so  that  great 
good  may  be  done  wherever  it  has  been  read ;  and  the 
mountains  and  islands  of  superstition,  built  up  by  men's 
handp,  shall  flee  away  and  be  found  no  more.  We  have 
again,  traced  events  down  to  Babylon,  which  we  shall 
explain  in  the  seventeenth  chapter. 

**  And  there  came  one  of  the  seven  angels  which  had 
the  seven  vials,  and  talked  with  me,  saying  unto  me  : 
Come  hither,  I  will  shew  unto  thee  the  judgment  of  the 
great  whore  that  sitteth  upon  many  waters. 

"  With  whom  the  Kings  of  the  earth  have  committed 
fornication,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  have  been 
made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her  fornication."  So  he 
carried  me  away  in  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  and  I 
saw  a  woman  sit  upon  a  scarlet  colored  beast,  full  of  names 
of  blasphemy,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns. 

*'  And  the  woman  was  arrayed  in  purple  and  scarlet 
color,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious  stones  and  pearls, 
having  a  golden  cup  in  hor  hand  full  of  abominations  and 
filthiness  of  her  fornications.  And  upon  her  forehead  was 
a  name  written,  MYSTERY,  BABYLON  THE  GREAT, 
THE  MOTHER  OF  HARLOTS,  AND  ABOMINA- 
TIONS OF  THE  EARTH.  And  I  saw  the  woman 
drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  with  the  blood 
of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus  ;  and  when  I  saw  her,  I  wondered 
with  a  great  admiration." 

In  the  first  place  the  angel  tells  John  he  is  going  to 
show  him  the  great  whore.    The  Church,  in  most  instan* 
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ces,  is  likened  to  a  beautiful  woman,  (Solomon's  Song,) 
and  the  husband,  the  Lord  j  but  the  woman  here  described 
has  had  many  lovers,  and  is  one  of  the  worst  of  characters. 
She  has  children,  too,  for  she  is  the  mother  of  harlots  ; 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth  have  drunk  of  the  golden  cup 
in  her  hand,  and  partaken  of  her  abominations.  What 
church  does  this  fit  but  the  Church  of  Rome  ?  She  has 
left  her  lawful  spouse  and  had  many  Popes,  consequently 
she  is  a  whore,  and  he  is  no  apostle  but  a  usurper.  This 
is  become  so  plain  that  little  need  be  said  about  it.  She 
had  ou  pearls  and  precious  stones.  These  made  John 
wonder  with  a  great  admiration.  The  Romish  Church 
makes  her  members  do  penance  ;  instead  of  being  justified 
by  faith  they  are  justified  by  works, — by  doing  penance, 
counting  beads,  saying  prayers  (not  praying) — all  of  which 
is  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  will  have  all 
men  to  be  saved,  not  by  their  works  but  by  the  works  of 
his  Son.  He  did  the  penance,  and  His  are  the  Jewels, 
and  his  Apostles  whom  He  sends  to  represent  Him ;  and 
Prophets,  holy  men  ;  these  are  the  foundation  stones,  and 
they  endure  the  pain  and  the  shame,  and  suffer  the  penalty 
by  giving  themselves  living  sacrifices  unto  Grod.  And 
these  elect  of  Grod  are  led  by  his  Holy  Spirit  altogether, 
whether  to  suffer  or  rejoice,  having  their  hearts  full  of 
love  and  compassion  for  all  men,  so  that  they  are  content 
to  do  either.  And  for  any  one  but  these  to  do  penance  is 
blasphemy.  This  whore  has  daughters  ;  she  is  called  the 
mother  of  harlots.  After  the  Reformation  the  church  was 
called  after  Luther,  and  she  soon  became  barren  and 
unfruitful.  And  in  the  Church  of  England  this  abomina- 
tion is  seen  in  Puseyism  and  a  dry  formality,  and  Wesley's 
name  in  the  place  that  ought  to  be  occupied  by  the  namo 
of  Jesus  ;  these  all  have  drunk  of  the  golden  cup  held  in 
the  hand  of  the  woman. 

The  Apostle  Paul  rejected  this  kind  of  drink.  '^  Ye 
are  yet  carnal,"  said  he  ;  "  some  say  we  are  of  Paul,  and 
others  we  are  of  Cephas,  and  others  say  we  are  of  Apollas." 
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He  took  as  it  were  an  iron  bar  and  made  short  work  of 
these  names.  -  ; 

"  God  has  given  him  a  name  that  is  to  be  above  every 
name,  that  to  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow." 
Lift  up  on  high  the  name  of  Jesus  as  an  ensign  for  the 
people,  and  let  the  captive  daughter  of  Zion  rally  around 
it,  and  we  shall  have  prosperity.  It  is  looking  too 
much  to  these  names,  and  losing  sight  of  the  doctrine  of 
Scripture,  that  has  made  so  many  waste  places  in  Zion. 
Hence,  on  the  forehead  of  the  woman  is  written  Mystery, 
Babylon.  Christians  are  cut  up  into  as  many  sects  as  there 
were  languages  at  the  Tower  of  Babel,  and  arc  like  the 
Jews  of  old,  captives  there.  This  is  so  plain  that  he  who 
runs  may  read. 

Seventh  verse. — ''  And  the  angel  said  unto  me,  where- 
fore didst  thou  marvel  ?  I  will  tell  thee  the  mystery  of 
the  woman,  and  of  the  beast  that  carrieth  her,  which  hath 
the  seven  heads  and  ten  horns. 

"  The  beast  which  thou  sawest  was  and  is  not,  and  shall 
ascend  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  go  into  perdition  ; 
and  they  that  dwell  on  the  earth  shall  wonder  (whose 
names  were  not  written  in  the  Book  of  Life  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world)  when  they  behold  the  beast  that  was 
and  is  not,  and  yet  is. 

We  have  already  identified  the  beast  which  rose  up  out 
of  the  sea  (thirteenth  chapter)  with  the  beast  which  exis- 
ted in  the  early  days  of  the  Roman  Republic,  which  Repub- 
lic has  long  since  passed  away,  and  may  be  termed  the 
beast  that  WAS  and  IS  not.  And  the  dragon  came  from 
the  bottomless  pit,  and  cast  these  floods  of  false  doctrine 
out  of  his  mouth,  out  of  which  the  beast  rose  (mentioned 
in  chapter  thirteen)  and  hence  his  origin  is  the  bottomless 
pit  j  but  since  his  rise  out  of  the  sea  in  the  beginning  of 
the  seventh  century,  some  alterations  have  taken  place 
which  made  it  necessary  to  have  a  further  description 
which  we  have  in  the  seventeenth  chapter,  from  the  nineth 
to  the  fourteenth  verse. 
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And  here  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom.  The  seven 
heads  are  seven  mountains  on  which  the  woman  sitteth. 

And  there  are  seven  kings  ;  five  are  fallen  and  one  is, 
and  the  other  is  not  yet  come,  and  when  he  cometh  he 
must  continue  a  short  space. 

The  seven  heads  are  seven  mountains,  which  means 
seven  countries,  wholly  under  the  control  of  the  Komish 
Church,  such  as  Spain,  Portugal,  Austria,  Italy,  France, 
Germany  and  England.  These  countries  were  once  wholly 
under  the  influence  of  Romanism.  Five  of  these  heads  are 
fallen :  Portugal  is  but  a  shadow  of  her  former  self,  the 
rest  are  no  longer  under  the  control  of  the  beast,  except 
France,  which  must  be  the  one  that  is.  Five  are  fallen, 
namely  :  England,  Germany,  Italy,  Spain  and  Austria. 
One  is,  namely,  France ;  the  other  is  not  yet  come,  and 
when  he  cometh  he  must  continue  a  short  space.  This 
coming  one  is  the  Pope  himself,  for  he  is  of  the  seven,  and 
will  also  be  the  eighth. 

Twelfth  verse. — "And  the  ten  horns  which  thou  sawest 
are  ten  kings,  which  have  received  no  kingdom  as  yet,  but 
receive  power  as  Kings,  one  hour  with  the  beast." 

These  horns  or  Kings  are  the  Pope's  Cardinals,  which 
receive  power  with  the  Pope  for  one  hour,  i.  e.,  during  the 
Council,  and  these  have,  so  far,  given  their  power  and 
strength  to  the  beast  or  to  the  Pope. 

Fourteenth  verse. — "  These  shall  make  war  with  the 
Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  shall  overcome  them,  for  He  is 
Lord  of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings,  and  they  that  are  with 
him  are  called,  and  chosen,  and  faithful." 

Sixteenth  verse. — "  And  the  ten  horns  which  thou 
sawest  upon  the  beast,  these  shall  hate  the  whore  and 
shall  make  her  desolate  and  naked,  and  shall  eat  her  flesh 
and  burn  her  with  fire." 

The  Council  about  to  be  held  in  Eome  will  hasten  this 
event ;  thg  Pope  will  place  himself  n^>ove  the  Council,  and 
this  will  lead  to  a  rupture  between  them,  and  the  Council 
will  strip  the  Church  and  make  her  desolate  and  naked, «- 
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Seventeenth  verse. — "  For  God  hath  put  in  their  hearts 
to  do  his  will,  and  to  agree  and  give  their  kingdom  unto 
the  beast  until  the  words  of  God  shall  be  fulfilled. 

Let  us  look  at  the  errors  of  this  so  called  infallible 
Church.  First  the  baptism  of  infants  jvhich  is  called  the 
baptism  of  regeneration.  The  Holy  Spirit's  work  is  dis- 
pensed with  altogether  and  the  Priest  and  the  water  does 
the  great  work  of  regeneration.     This  is  blasphemy. 

**  In  the  first  Epistle  to  Timothy,  4th  chapter,  the  Apos- 
tle Paul  tells  us/'  now  the  Spirit  speaks  expressly  that  in 
the  last  times,  some  shall  depart  from  the  faith,  giving 
heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrine  of  devils,  having 
their  conscience  seared  with  a  hot  iron. 

"  Forbidding  to  marry  and  commanding  to  abstain  from 
meats,  which  God  hath  cheated  to  be  received  with  thanks- 
giving of  them  which  believe  and  know  the  truth." 

The  Romish  Priests  are  forbidden  to  marry,  and  they 
are  forbidden  meat  on  Friday,  and  other  occasions  ;  and 
as  there  is  no  other  people,  claiming  to  he  christians^  that 
prohibit  marriage,  it  must  belong  to  them. 

The  Apostle  Peter  in  his  second  Epistle,  second  chap- 
ter, has  a  word  for  this  people : 

"  But  there  were  false  prophets  among  the  people,  even 
as  there  shall  be  false  teachers  among  you,  who  privately 
shall  bring  in  damnable  heresies,  even  denying  the  Lord 
that  bought  them,  and  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruc- 
tion." 

Peter  says  they  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and 
the  name  of  Mary  is  mixed  in  their  prayers. — A  book 
calledPointsofControversy,  by  Rev.  0.  Smarius,  Mission 
ary  of  *he  Society  of  Jesus,  at  the  end  of  the  preface,  reads 
thus  :  '^  We  wish  to  place  our  little  book  under  the  care  and 
protection  of  the  ever  immaculate  Virgin  Mary,  Mother 
of  God,  and  patroness  of  the  infant  church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  we  beg  her  to  bless  it,  its  author 
and  its  reader."  This  is  denying  the  Lord  that  bought 
them,  and  praying  to  the  Virgin  Mary  who  gave  birth  to 
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the  human  nature  of  our  Lord  ;  the  divine  nature  coming 
direct  from  Heaven  in  the  bodily  form  of  a  Dove  after  he 
was  baptized  in  Jordan.  And  the  God  nature  left  Him 
when  he  died  on  the  cross  to  atone  for  sin.  The  human 
nature  was  born  of  a  Virgin  and  suffered  for  sin.  This 
error  originated  in  the  Roman  Church  at  an  early  date, 
and  gave  rise  to  another  equally  absurd.  Arius  rejected 
the  idea  of  the  Almighty  being  born  of  a  Virgin,  and 
dying  on  the  cross,  and  takes  the  other  extreme  view  of 
the  case  by  denying  the  Divinity  of  Our  Lord  .  together, 
and  thus  one  error  leads  to  another,  as  the  Calvinist  doc- 
trine makes  Christ  do  all  the  work,  commencing  with  all 
eternity  to  number  off  the  favored  ones.  So  the  univer- 
salist  takes  the  opposite,  and  does  the  work  himself, 
declaring  that  Christ  died  for  all,  and  of  course  all  will  be 
saved.  The  truth  is,  we  must  all  believe  on  Jesus  Christ, 
and  commit  ourselves  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  effect  the 
work  of  our  regeneration  ;  if  we  believe  in  Christ  we  must 
love  Him,  and  God  is  love,  and  this  power  will  draw  us  to 
Jesus.  Who  can  read  the  account  of  the  life  and  death  of 
Jesus  without  loving  Him,  if  we  do  not  love  Him,  it  is 
because  we  do  not  believe  Him,  and  as  this  belief  or  faith 
is  the  first  condition,  for  God  says  :  "  whosoever  believeth 
on  Him/'  We  cannot  be  saved  unless  we  believe ;  we  cannot 
lova  unless  we  believe,  and  every  one  has  this  power  to 
believe  on  Jesus."  The  Virgin  Mary  was  horored  above 
all  woman,  and  in  her  we  have  the  true  type  of  the  Church 
of  God,  giving  birth  to  Christains.  Suppose  the  Church 
of  Rome  to  be  the  Church  of  Christ,  why  do  they  pray  to 
the  Virgin,  a  type  of  themselves  ?  It  is  like  a  woman 
praying  to  her  own  likeness. 

St.  John  says  (Rev.  17th  chapter,  6th  verse)  : 
"  And  I  saw  the  woman  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the 
saints,  and  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus." 

Concerning  the  worship  of  images,  whatever  has  been 
said  in  favor  of  them,  if  they  are  not  worshipped  at  all^ 
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we  are  oommanded  not  to  how  down  to  them.  The  ninth 
coinmandment  reads  :  "  Thou  shalt  not  BOW  down  thyself 
unto  the  II  nor  serve  them,  for  I,  the  Lord  thy  God,  am  a 
jealous  God." 

In  the  fourth  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  24th  verse, 
Jesus  Christ  says  :  "  God  is  a  spirit,  and  they  that  worship 
Him  must  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  And  the 
only  way  to  God  is  through  Christ,  not  through  images  or 
relics,  or  through  the  intercession  of  departed  saints.  We 
are  nowhere  in  scripture  requested  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
dead  saints.  We  are  not  forbidden  to  ask  the  prayer  of  a 
good  man,  such  a  one  as  Abraham,  who  made  intercession 
for  the  Cities  of  the  Plain,  and  we  earnestly  entreat  all 
who  have  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  to  come  out 
of  her,  not  only  out  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  but  out  of  every 
sect  or  denomination  which  obey  not  the  gospel,  nor  teach  the 
doctrine  of  the  scriptures ;  because  all  these  will  shortly 
become  the  habitation  of  dragons  and  every  unclean  and 
hateful  bird — a  description  of  which  we  have  in  the  18th 
chapter  of  Revel.  2nd  verse  ;  and  the  4th  verse  of  the 
same  chapter  reads  :  "  And  I  heard  another  voice  from 
Heaven  saying,  come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not 
partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her 
plagues." 

A  body  of  good  men  have  lately  sprung^up  called  The 
Bret      '*"!,   who  have  been   instrumental   in   doing  con- 
si'^  .  good — and  it  is  the  voice  of  this  people  we  hear 
^  "  come  out  of  her ";  but  they  had  better  heave 

.?in  overboard  or  ho  will  sink  their  ship. 

In  the  19th  chapter  and  17th  verse,  we  have  the  foUow- 

iog  :— 

^'  And  I  saw  an  angel  standing  in  the  sun ;  and  he 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying  to  all  the  fowls  that  lly  in 
the  midst  of  Heaven,  come  and  gather  yourselves  together, 
unto  the  supper  of  the  great  God,  that  ye  may  oat  the 
flesh  of  kings,  and  the  flesh  of  captains,  and  the  flesh  of 
mighty  men;  and  the  flesh  of  horseS;  and  of  them  that  sit 
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on  them,  and  the  flesh  of  all  men,  both  free  and  bond, 
both  small  and  great." 

This  angel,  standlagin  the  sun,  or  the  ecclesiastical  sys- 
tem, is  none  other  than  Gladstone,  at  the  head  of  the 
British  Government,  disendowing  the  established  church 
which  has  already  been  accomplished  in  Ireland,  and  will 
shortly  take  place  in  England. 

We  have  traced  the  course  of  the  vessel  to  her  present 
position,  and  although  much  more  might  have  been  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  what  has  been  written,  yet  we  trust 
enough  has  been  said  to  convince  every  one  who  loves  the 
truth,  that  the  time  has  come  for  action,  and  there  is  such 
a  thing  to  be  obtained  from  the  Bible  aj  a  uniform  doc- 
trine, and  every  thing  that  hinders  christians  from  being 
united  is  based  on  error — not  on  truth.  In  the  name  of 
Oesus  Christ  our  Lord,  I  exhort  sll  christians  to  put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  unite  in  one  body,  and 
clear  away  the  rubbish  from  the  world's  foundation,  over- 
turn everything  that  stands  in  the  way  of  truth,  and  lift 
up  on  high  the  name  of  JESUS  as  an  ensign  for  the  peo- 
ple. And  He  shall  soon  have  the  heathen  for  his  inheri- 
tance; and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  a  possession. 

Ye  virgin  souls  arise — 

With  all  the  dead  awake  ; 
Unto  salvation  wise, 

Oil  in  your  vessels  take — 
Upstarting  at  the  midnight  cry, 
Behold  your  heavenly  bridegroom  nigh. 

He  comes,  he  comes  to  call 

The  nations  to  His  bar, 
And  raise  to  glory  all 

Who  fit  for  glory  are ; — 
Make  ready  for  your  full  reward  : 
Go  forth  with  joy  to  meet  your  Lord. 

Go,  meet  Him  in  the  sky, — 

Your  everlasting  friend, — 
Your  Head  to  glorify. 

With  all  his  saints  ascend ; 
Ye  pure  in  heart,  obtain  tlie  grace. 
To  see,  without  a  veil,  his  face. 


